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ADVERTISEMENT. 



as 



THE interest attached to those mysteri- 
ans transactions, which involved the life of 
an illustrious female in the most trying dif- 
ficulties, which caused her to roam, an 
exile from the land in which she should 
have enjoyed regal dignities, and that, ulti- 
mately, broke her noble heart, and Jaid her 
in a premature grave, has not yet passed 
away. The more they are developed,^ 
their importance must increase; and the 
more that truth is hidden, for a time, like 
persecuted virtue, the more glorious will 
be its splendour and its triumph, when suf- 
fered to emei^e from the clouds that en- 



IV 



veloped it. The declarations of the death- 
bed are generally allowed to possess .vera- 
city ; — ^it is then that pomp and ambition 
lose their power ; and it is in the solemn 
moments of approaching fate, that the con- 
science-stricken mind attempts to make 
some feeble amends for the load of injuries 
it has heaped upon the head of the inno- 
cent. 

Among the number of those individuals, 
who appear to have voluntarily contributed 
to embitter the life of the late royal vic- 
tim, was, according to her own acknow- 
ledgment, the late countess of Gubrnset. 
On her death-bed, this lady drew up a 
narrative of the share she had borne in the 
intrigues which were attended with such 
fatal results ; and it will be admitted, on 
perusal, that none of the publications, 
which have yet appeared, relative to the 
causes of the queen's sufferings, have 
thrown so much light on those mysterious 
transactions as the following " Confessions'' 
of the penitent countess, who was herself 



a companion and attendant of the illustri- 
ous female she confesses to have betrayed. 
The narrative is written with fidelity 
and minuteness, and strikingly exinces the 
power of conscience to inflict an awful re- 
tribution for guilt, even on the minds of 
those who revel amidst the luxuries of a 
court, and are blessed v^th the most envied 
gifts of fortune. 



a2 



CONFESSIONS, &c. &c. 



INTRODUCTION. 

THE important docament which we are about 
to introduce to the public^ teems with matter of 
such vital interest to the most exalted persona^ 
ges^ elucidating a series of transactions hitherto 
either veiled in obscurity or represented through 
the mediunr of blind and erring prejudice^ that it 
^ill be naturally asked — ^how'it came into our 
possession ? To this we are bound to reply^ 
that^ at present, the seal of secrecy is on our lips f 
more we dare not say ; but we feel assured that, 
to the mind of the attentive reader, no circum- 
stance can possibly operate against the authenti- 
city and genuinenea^of the following ^^ Gomfes- 
BiONs/^ We shall, therefore, briefly observe, 
that the^ substance of them is most decidedly 
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correct^ having been commnnicated by the party 
to whom alone these facts were disclosed by the 
dying countess. It was her last wish that they 
should be made known to. the illustrious lady 
concerned : atid their truths and the melancholy 
event of their arriving too late at Brandenburg 
House for the purposes x)f justice, and^ perhaps^ 
for the arresting the progress of the royal victim^s 
fatal malady^ are matters quite notorious in that 
circle, wherein alone they have as yet transpir- 
ed.* It would be well did they admit of 
CONTRADICTION ; but while the reader is earn- 
estly assured that it is only from a matter of 
delicacy that parties and authorities ^re not 
m^re explicitly named, the editor ha» to regret 
tliat he can challenge, with a sigh, the refuta- 
tion OF A SING1.E FACT coutaUied in the ^^ Con- 
fessions" of the unamiaUe aBd.>unfortuiMi.te 
countess- of Guernsey. 
Deeply, however, as it is to be regretted that 

* Although the party who has enti'ustcd the manuscript 
to our care has permitted us to make known the cause that 
prevented its being delivered at Brandenburg House in time, 
we decline doing so, feeling assured that, though it might 
gratify idle curk>sity, there is n$ry no necessity for inirolv- 
mg a siogle indiyidvial kk trpDhle^ which 99 expQsur^ pf 
tkut «ircuinstfU&c« wpuld^inaUprpbabUij^ybe them^aosrof. 
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the developmeiit of the crafty and mysterkmfi 
traDsactions detailed in these ^^Confessions" 
did not take place earlier^ yei it mast be highly 
gratifying to every lover of truth and justice^ 
truly consolatory to those who cherish the memo- 
ry of HER whose noble soul sought refuge from 
a world of woe in the mansions of heaven, and 
the delight of every Briton whose heart beats 
with love for his sovereign, that these ^^ Confes- 
sions'' tend to place the real character and con^ 
duct of two most illustrious personages in a far 
more amiable point of view than the flends of 
party would desire ; for they will not fail to per* 
ceive that the basest passions that ever influen- 
ced the human breast were in constant action to 
excite in noble minds unjust suspicion and ma- 
lignant jealousy ; and to mar the happiness of 
two beings of the most exalted rank and the 
liighest attainments, who were bound by every 
tie, human and divine^, i6 be the solace and de- 
light of each other. 



CONFESSIONS, &c. 



TO THK 

/ 



, HONOURABLE LADY ANNE HAMILTON. 

IN" my retirement from a world, which I have 
seen enough of to despise, I feel an anxious de- 
sire to repair the injurjTl didio a certain exalt- 
ed lady, and know ho better mode to disclose 
iny sentiments to your ladyship^ who as the 
friend of slandered innocence, will, I am sujre, 
find a pleasure in reading the foUqwing true, but 
humiliating statement. 

This will be delivered to your hands by Mr. 
S y but not till after my death. Pity my er- 
rors, and publish them, only so far as inay be 
necessai^ for the peace of her whom I have so 
deeply injured ! Tell her sheds amply avenged, 
and that my tortured soul has often envied her 
calm enjoyment. * * * * m 

'ft *rr n» ^^ 1^ ^ft ^ft 

It is now useless, dear lady Anne, tb speak of 
those youthful days when the neglect of every 
thing serious, and the pursuit of frivolous amuse- 
ments, laid the foundation of a life of misery; 
%ut as, when you read this, it will be to you as 
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the voice of my departed spirit; (for alas ! I feel 
tbat my tide of life is ebbing,) I will acknow- 
ledge, that, bending before the shrine of vanity,' 
flattery was my greatest enemy-^the one before 
*which every good resolution yielded ; — ;j ef, sure- 
ly, to love the prince must have been a pardon- 
able offence ! he who was ever so engaging, so 
handsome, so irresistible ! he who, at the time 
of which I speak, was blooming in the vigour 
of manhood, extolled by his own sex, admired, 
I might say adored, by ours ; — who would not 
have felt proud when distinguished by his fa- 
voured attention ? My heart beat high when he 
retired from the adulatidn of the court, to re- 
cruit 4iis spirits in a lively conversation with me^ 
and was pleased to call those his happiest mo- 
ments i Who would not have dreaded a rival 
in such a bosom? My lord Guernsey loved him^ 
and was himself pleased with his selection of me 
as his friend; his royal mother insisted on mj 
filling a place in the family circle, and said 
George was dull whenever indisposition, or 
other unavoidable circumstances, caused my ab- 
sence. Yet it was in this high society I learn- 
ed to be artful, and that I became an adept in the 
science of intrigue. I joined with the young ones 
in deceiving the king, who was averse to every 
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txpeMive pleAsore^ and delighted io the qaiM 
and innocent employments of domestic life. I 
hare been informed that, daring the first fifteen 
years After his marriage, he spent the hours he 
conld spare fromiiusiness in reading to the queen; 
improving her in the English language, and all 
thingi^fitting her station ; and, by way of a tempo- 
rary relaxation, I know that he occasionally em* 
ployed himself in the exercise of some mechanic- 
al work. His majesty never missed an opportuni- 
ty of conversing with men from whom he had any 
probability of gaining information respecting the 
general state of society, U^ith a view to any bene- 
fit that might be derived by the- country over 
which he presided from such commoniciition. 
The evening diversions were music and cardg^ 
thib latter was admitted to prevent the queen's 
ennui. As the children grew op, these inno* 
cent recreations were declined by degrees ; a 
nnsical party wias always formed, which usual- 
ly ceased at ten o'clock, or soon after j it being 
liis majesty's constant practice to rise before six, 
on which account he quitted the family circle 
early ; the queen usually left the room with hioi, 
but seon returned : The young people then be- 
gan to e^joy their ease ; for with the exception 
of A— '^-^ and her youngest brother, who weyt. 

B 
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very attentive to tbeir father^ the others w.ere rer 
served in his presence. Though the old gentle*- 
man encouraged their confidences^ by his. good 
humour and williogness to enter into.therr youth- 
ful sallies^ his kind-heartedness. received a con- 
tinual check, so that he became sensible of it; 
and, seeing they copsidered his presence a re- 
straint on their cheerfulness, he no longer enjoy*- 
ed the society of his family, but retired earlier, 
and, when with, tbem^ was less talkative than 
formerly. 

At that time I was young, and two much en- 
^aged in the amusements around me to regret the 
king's absence ; I speak of the year 1787. Abotit 
that period, we lost for a short time, the orna- 
jnent of our society-^the all-accomplished and 
graceful prince of Wales : conjectures were vague 
and various; some said ^^ the prince had taken 
jan excursion to the coast, having accompa- 
nied a friend on bis return to France.'' I felt 
pot a little proud that I had been admitted a par- 
ty to the secret of his being gone to take a peep 
at Paris ; but this tlie Parisians were not intend- 
.«d .to knowy his object b^ng just to look at their 
Ihen beantUul queen, and to play one game wilk 
ker at rouleaiiXj under the incognito of an £n« 
fjlish nobleman J as, also^ to , satisfy himself 
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wliether the fasliionable Maclemoiselle de Salic 
was as pleasing as Fanny ; and to try the affec- 
tions of the fascinating widow Fitzherbert, who 
was then in Paris, and about whom bis head had 
wandered ever since he met her at her uncle's. 
His absence did not exceed fifteen days ;♦ his 
return home was hailed, by his mother and 
yeung friends^ as a joyful event ; — to me, how- 
ever, it became less so, when I heard tliat the 
widow had returned with him. At first, I en- 
deavoured to think it a mere flirtation — an ephem- 
eral passion, for well I knew the susceptibility 
of his heart ! and, as long as I enjoyed his friend- 
ship^ feared not the flatterers of a day ! But ru- 
mour soon told a tale which the prince did not 
contradict even to me, ^' That Mrs. Fitzherbert 
met him at Calais, where they were united ac- 
cording to the forms of the Romish chui*ch.^. 
The relatives of the lady whispered this every 
where; wtiile the prince's intimates pledged 
themselves to negative the fact. Meantime, two 
houses at Brighton were fltted up in an accom*^ 

* Thi» minute recapitulation of events, maoiy of them «f 
ni^ature somewliat trivial for the purposes of vhat m«y be 
galled a death-bed letter, will not appear out of character, or 
extraordinary, to those who knew the singular habits and 
mode of thinking that always characterised th« writer. 
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modating style^ so as to admit an intercourse by 
a private passage. The lady assumed a great 
decree of stately hauteur, refusing act^ss to ma- 
ny of her former acquaintance^ and all witbln 
her mansion bore the mark of royalty. No oiw 
acknowledged; yet every one treated^ Mrs. Kits* 
herbert as consort to the prince^ and their do* 
mestic happiness was the general topic^ which| 
however^ I wag little inclined to credit^ the 
prince being equally ardent in bis pleasurable 
pursuits^ and equally warm in our puvate inteir* 
views ! That he. lived with the lady on a differ^- 
ent footing to the usual style of a mistress waa 
apparent ; and the circumsiance being related 
to his father^ the latter was so hurt at the state* 
meut that it materially affected his spirits. The 
bare suspicion (for he never ascertained the mat- 
ter satisfactorily) that his son should have ac^d 
contrary to the laws of succession^ so preyed up- 
on hi^ mind; that; with other family disturb- 
ances; it produced a violent paroxysm of a disor- 
der which was near proving fatal to his life. 

Mrs. Fitzherbert continued the serious friend 
of the prince> and was gratified to the extent of 
her wishes.^ Pride being her prevailing passion^ 
appearances were; to her, every thing;. the soil 
emotions of the heart she was ever a stranger to* 
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The queen noticed ber, aid did several of the 
fhtaily ; the old lady pretended to believe that 
Mrs. V|t:t^hei^berl kept steady thte aftectiotis bt 
Aer favourite son — ^but here she tied a baiidli^ 
over her cjre^, from a wish not to see. 

The slate of society Was thfen vei»y gay. Mrs. 
tt-*t, a leader of fashionable diveri^ions^ op^ncid 
her house to the great world : — ^her^, the beauti- 
ful duchess of D^^^ shone unrivalled ; the love- 
ly Mrs. D— If, with the lively duchess of St. 
Albans, the prince, with his fair friend, Pita^het- 

bert, and 8 ; in short, all the distinguished 

characters of the day played their various parts: 
and masked assemblies, so favouAible to the 
lovers of intrigue, were frequented by all the 
beau-monde. After shfiridg the delights of this 
ecfteri^, though not always with unalloyed plea- 
ifture, I nsifally flnished the day at the palace. 

In the then Btate of ihingU the king began to 
feel uneasiness regarding the succession : the 
pleasing expectations in which he indulged at 
the union of his second son had vanished, on 
hearing that Frederick was as regulai^ ill his vi« 

'sits to Mrs. C y as before his marriage ; the 

good old gentleman remonstrated with him on 
the subject, bringing forward (in the wily of ex- 
ample) his own conddct iVith regiird to lad; 
9 2 
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Charlotte L ^ towards whom he had felt a 

great attachment, founded on her amiable quali- 
ties^ and which he effectually conquered. The 
expostulation was heard, but not heeded. In 
1794 his majesty was convinced that the duke 
lived in a state of separation from his wife, 
though not on grounds of personal discord ; the 
duchess being truly amiable in manners, but af- 
flicted with nervous complaints, which rendered 
any hopes of a family fruitless ; — no wonder 
then, that the king should feel anxious to see 
his eldest son settled : to this step, also, the 
first minister was a strenuous adviser — and the 
parliament, being urged at that time to pay the 
prince's debts, m^de it a condition thai he should 
take a wife. This was a measure that made me 
determine on a plan at which I now shudder. 

The story of the prince's marriage with Mrs. 
Fitzherbert had gained universal credit, notwith- 
standing the assertions of his friends to the con- 
trary : Pitt, a staunch protestant, dreaded the 
influence possessed by Mrs. Fitzherbert, it be- 
^ng well understood they lived in great domestic 
eomfort ; and though she had never proved 
enceinte by either of her former husbands, and 
,that the present alliance was null in every point 
•flaw, yet the birth of a child would have been 
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regarded as an event likely to produce very 
fatal consequences ; particularly as at that time^ 
(doubtless to please Mrs. Fitzherbert) the prince 
showed a strong partiality towards the body of 
Catholics even so as to raise their hopes to 
the attainment of emancipation at no distaiit pe- 
riod. This apprehension being exaggerated by 
the ministers in their, statement to the king^ he 
resolved to make any sacrifice to prevent it« In 
the early part of that year^ he had repeated in< 
terviews with the prince respecting his marriage 
with some royal foreigner, the interests of whose 
family might assimilate with his own in religion 
and general politics. Not- but that the king felt 
' delicately for Mrs. Fitzherbert's situation ; and 
both he and the queen honoured her with their pri- 
vate approbation ; at the same time be could not 
conscientiously^ c<mntenance so conspicuous an 
efxample in his son, as the living in open viola- 
tioa of the laws, which it was no less his ipter- 
est than his duty to practise and defend. 

Never had I thought the prince so captivating, 
as at the moment when he informed me of his de- 
termination to comply with the request. << My 
debts will be paid,'' said his royal highness, 
« and I shall please my father." " Who,'' I 
asked, **i8 to be the happy lady?" — "That is 
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of little consequence/' he replied; « I hop^ site 
will not be so unreasonable as to Expect tne to 
love her!" — "She will Imre a right to love 
YOU," 1 exclaimed ; ^» that, alone^ in suflteieiit 
to make any woman happy !" <'0n6 thing I aili 
resolved upon," said the prince, « tiot to wed my 
toother's neice ; because, knowing it-will be out 
of my power to pay her more attention than out- 
ward appearance may require, 1 will not wound 
the queen's feelings by slighting her relative; 
nor will 1 subject myself to be teased into hatred 
towards one, who, if she act wisely, will have a 
just claim to my respect and esteenn A neice 
on my father's side will suit me better, for he, 
being much engaged with state affairs, will have 
fewer opportunities for observation, as well as 
less time to listen to the retailers of scandal." 

I then begged I might 4iave the honour of at- 
tending the lady, as it wonld give me, I said, tte 
means of sometimes adding to the comfort of both* 
I certainly did not, at that time, contemplate the 
dreadful consequences which might happeii^ but 
I felt that my motive had much of selfishness iu 
it, as I knew that, by such occupation, I should 
have U in my power to direct, in some degree, 
their affections. We talked much of the bride 
tlect: Frederick had seen hk cousin, during a 
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y\Ai h^ made at her father's coort^ and reported 
her maQnera to be extremely engaging, her dU* 
pMitsoo lively, and that the uDcommon iogenn- 
omiieM of her bearfalaid her most secret thoughts 
0peo to every observer. <^She will be qaite an 
9Xotic here/' he cootioued ; ^< now, she is the 
artUss child of nature ; but when she has studied 
•ur code of etiquette^ under the direction of acle* 
ver En^ishwoman^ she will become one of oinr 
brightest ornaments; for she possesses much 
good sense/ which now floats on the surface <of att 
iiiis«lB«cLmiad/' Here I interropted Frederick's 
mAagmmf to ohsewcs^ that <^I had ajLways un* 
deratood. the court of Bromwicfc to be the most 
firee and UcentiiDas of any oa< the continent"* 
^< With justice it is so considered,'' replied the 
doke, ^ but her mother has taken care^ to keep 
her daughter oncontaminated by badv example I 
and, indeed, a volatile disposition, such as Garo- 
Une^s, is too much engaged by the variety of its 
own ideas, to rest long on exterior objects. Her 
mornings are employed in study ; her evenings, 
in the society and amusements of young persons 
of her own age ; and I cannot help thinking the 
mind is more inuocently occupied when playing 
at hunt the' dipper or farfoiiSf than in listening 
to4he scandal of tea-table chat, or aUending te 
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*l)e cold formalities of the people, whose looks, 
wMle comiilimetititig each other, ctTnvey to an ia- 
telligent mind, that their hearts are corroded with 
envj', malice, and all kinds of uncharitableness.^ 
Oh ! thought I, we shall have lectures on beha- 
viour, from this paragon of moral perfection ; but, 
ajs I hope to have a good deal of the management, 
I shall take care her naivete does not supercede 
that courtly spirit, which, by kee^frhg us in out*- 
Ward order^ gives .us a cloak to private indulg- 
toce. . 

Whenever I had any grand object to attain, it 
Was my constant practice to apply at the fountain- 
head ; so that morning I took my work to the 
queen's apartment,, for she loved to see us indus- 
trious ; and having told her majesty I did not feel 
very well, and came to crave her permission to 
pfiss an .hour there, as her conversation always 
operated as a cordial to my spirits, I was most 
graciously onlered to be seated. At first, I kept 
to common topics ; until, by degrees, I arrived, 
through a witiding path, to the comforts of misi- 
trimony ; and, finding the' theme not unpleasant, 
I >*nid, « English wives aire indebted to your ma- ^ 
jesty for their felicity ; your domestic happiness 
has become fasiiionable : long may it please Go^ 
to ^pat*e us the example ! for much, I fear, the 
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loss <^ your miyesty. would not only be severely 
felt by us wbose personal knowledge has taught 
us to reverq and love you with filial a&ection^ but 
our children would ex|)(\rience the most woeful 
effects from a change, and morality itself would 
totter to its foundation." <^ V^u do not surely 
suppose my son would countenance vice?" her 
majesty eagerly inquired. ^^ Too well I know 
the prince's bosom is the seat of virtue!" I as 
eagerly replied ; "but to give a great and gene- 
ral example^ it is not merely necessary that a 
king shonld practice goodness himself^ much de- 
pends upon his consort; experience has lately 
shown us how little the former can effect, without 
the concu rreoce of the latter. W bo could practice 
virtue more rigorously thap. the late king of 
France? yet, the influence of .his unfortunate 
partner has proved ihe proneness of human na- 
ture to copy, vice — and has evinced the great im- 
portance to a^ state of mutual piety in the king 
and his donsort. One cannot contemplate, with** 
out.shudderingy the dreadful consequences of a 
licentious court; for such we must, however^ uu- 
willingly, acknowledge was the distinguished 
character of the infatuated followers ot Marie 
Antoinette !" 
^ '^ My dear lady Quemseyy^^ said the quQen^ 
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" to whom do you allode? you alarm my ffears ; 
the correctness of your iileafl has gifted you with 
a foresight 1 am unacquaiuted with ; I Kave often 
profited by your friendly and judicious Mute; 
whisper your present apprehension — ^you shall 
not repent 3'our confidence.'^ 

*^ Pardon me,^' 1 hesitatingly exclaimed^ ad I^ 
covered my eyes with my bandicerchief^ ^*my 
anxiety for the happiness of our beloved prince 
rendered me incautious ; a dcead lest his amiable 
disposition should meet one that is uncongenial 
in this expected union, led me to anticipate the 
fatal consequences which might result to future 
generations ; and I have unburdened my'th<uighte 
where I ought to have concealed them.^' ** Have 
you, then, heard any thing particular of the prin- 
cess it is intended my son should espouse?" ask- 
ed her majesty. << Only, that she is an exception 
lo the usual manners of the court in which she 
has been educated, and in which she is described 
to shine as a paragon of perfection," I replied : 
^^ this intelligence coming, too, from so g(K>d a 
judge as your majesty's second son, ought to have 
silenced every fear ; but my spirits are greati j 
depressed; I am unusually thoughtful to-day; 
whoever^ like myself, has experienced the happi* 
ness enjoyed by my family^ in the condescending 
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ii&biUty of a ^DeeDf that h thp admiration of all 
Borope for iter viEiue and the chaste manners of 
liet eoorty vmat^ naturally, shrink atihe remotest 
pirospect of a change — ^achange which I hope not 
to live, to see I?? 

^^ You> lady Chumsey^ of .all the females 1 
have the. pleasure to call my friends, are the one 
X would, by choice, select, as the adviser and di- 
jrectress of the pi^incess on her arrival in tliis coun- 
try. Can yoa, do you think, give up your time 
to this charitable purpose ! Caroline's mothi^ 
i^ever .wasa favourite with me ; she has her broi- 
ther's failings,, without his virtues, and is much 
too tame for. her station. Could you believe that 
she has suffered the duke's mistresses to sit at 
ber table? Sbi& writes as, an excuse, tb^t she 
adimtted them for peace sake, and never allowed 
lier daughter's presence on thase occasions :-r>it 
" was porchasing peace much too dearly I slie 
|»iigbt rather to have been turned out of dooi;s 
Uian have allowed such scandalous proceedings."^ 

,m — :A message from her dau^ter £Uz% 

beth, who was very seriously indisposed, inter- 
rapted our tete-u-tefe; bjat her majesty, did not 
leave the room without having first obtained : a 
promiise^ that, if the earl would consent, 1 should' 
hold myself in raadiness to attend ^n the expect- 
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ed stranger. I iSpoke of jnaternal dntiesy as the 
only impediritent to my ready acquiescence in any 
measure which might in the least conduce to the 
happiness of any branch of her family. I guessed 
this sort of excuse would best prove my fitness 
for the ofllce^ as well as increase, the queen's de- 
sire to engage me. 

After qoittiug the royal presence^ I felt not a lit* 
tie pleased at my prospect of acquiring, what, to 
m^f was the most desirable thing in the world — to 
lead the affecti<ms of the princess of Wales in such 
a manner as to secure her husband for myself! To - 
accomplish this, it was necessary I should de« 
ceive the lord of my bosom/ which, from habity 
was now become rather an easy task* Every one 
has a hobby, which# at times, his friends are glad 
' to borrow. Lord Ouemsey would have sacrifl* 
ced all he possessed for the honour of being styled 
^^ friend to the king;'' I had only, therrfore, m 
this case, to place the words benefit^ advantage^ 
Jionour^ credit, popular opinion^ loyalty and ex* 
peiiency, in the best points of view .to obtain 
my end ; which I did so effectually, as to bring 
liim to be exactly of my mind-^a thing not very 
tisual with married people. 

In the month of Becember, lord M se* 

cored the treaty, by acting proxy for the prince^ 
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and, in the beginning of 1795^ a squadron^ wa* 
prepared to conduct the bride-elect to. England. 
I excused myself from accompanying the>expedi* 
tiou^ thinking it best to stay and receive the 
queen's personal directions concerning her new 
daughter — ^I also wished to give all the consola- 
tion in my power to the expectant bridegroom^ 
with whom I had certain plans to arrange. 

Mrs. Fitzherberty the nation undertook to sooth, 
in th^ way most congenial to her feelings--^an ad- 
dition to her income. From childhood^ money^ 
and a certain style of living, were the desired ob- 
jects of her choice ; and she was happy in acquir- 
ing them^ even beyond her sanguine expecta* 
tion $ inheriting from her father the slender sum 
of one thousand pounds^ she depended on a deli- 
cate complexion^ and a pair of blue eyes^ to do 
the rest Vanity found an entrance into the pious 
and retired education of a convent^ and her 
Bchool-fellows prophesied her longing spirit 
would not rest until she acquired exalted rank. 
Without one iota of the tender passion^ which^ 
when, felt in the extwme^ forms excuses for a 
thousand follies^ she became successively the wife 
(»f two gentlemen of large fortunes^ and of resp^t- 
able families ; who^ by their generous liberality^ 
left her a handsome jointufe^ that enabled her to 
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rapport hec rank in society ; but^ as the isdipa^ 
lion to please did not cease with the life of .3fr* 
Fitzherbert^ she acquired the name of ihefasdna- 
ting widow.: — ^attracted by this distinctiop^ thft 
prince wished to see her, and an appoin|iiieii^t vas 
made for the introduction to take place at her uti- 
le's ; on that occasion she speculated so far as 
to risk seven hundred guineas on a lace traio^ 
yfbich ^he bad lined with lilac, as the most be-, 
coming colour to her complexion :*-HDlore fortor 
nate than many, her speculation answered! I 
shall now leave this lady to enjoy her jointures^ 
and annuity, her royal liveries, and prioceljir 
friends, as long as she can, 

I did not, as your ladyship knows, proceed to 
Germany, *but met the princess and suite at 
Greenwich. Our first interview took place at 
the governor's house. I certainly eyed -her very, 
^.narrowly, and thought her highness paid mote 
attention to commodore P » — than was quite 
necessary: she spoke English in .the German 
style, like the old queen, and her manners seem- 
ed to me, as far removed, from courtly rules as 
one can well imagine. I could not find fault with 
her person — her face contained some pleasing 
ei^pression, but it had too much of nature in it ; 
she seemed notio take tlie trouble of disguising 
a thought, or even of clothing it in -the most de- 
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liMie ^b, to be selected aecerdiog te the osAge 
at eretj petnon of &shioB---and I exclaioied, 
nmtalfyi ^^bow will the elc^ttt &e(Mrge receive 
iUs r«de^ anpolished piece of sculpture !?^ 

Tbe tboti^i iwtanftly occerred te Bie^ tbat I 
wobM prefend to mollify^ in some degree^ the 
dissppointmetit he was doomed to receive; I 
tb^tefoie begged leave to withdraw soo& after 
breakSsst, under pretence of preparii^; for the 
priDcesi^; It being nmlerstood I had bronght 
dresses from London^ ajid wanted to point oat 
which would be most proper. I then stole a few 
ttinntes to l^ddre^ the queen^ informuig her^ 
<^ the etrangear was deficient of these delicate at- 
traction the pHnce knew so well how to select^ 
and to prize^ and begged to assure her mi^esty^ 
I took this method to acquaint the most amiable 
of raen^ that be most not rest on outward ap» 
frearances^ but give credit for the inward graces ^ 
of the miud, which I hoped acquaintance Would 
fcmg to light, in tbe female who had the honour 
to oe selected as (he partner of the prince, and to^ 
succeed (I hoped at a very distant period) the 
most tevered and virtuous queen in the wprld !'^ 

This note I sent off immediately^ for I con** 
eidered the importance d %st impressions, and 
knew the intelligence wbnld be communicatod by 

c 2 
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the mother to her son^ and would iMure tfat)t«»rt 
of reception for the stranger which I wishcSd her 
to receive — and I had the pleasure to iltid^ a}» I 
was present at the family introdoction^ that »y 
plan succeeded. Certainly the king looked: all 
satisfaction on that occasion ; hat n glance^ traii«- 
'ferred from the countenance ctf the princess to 
me^ directed by the qneen^ accottkpftiiied with a 
raising of the shoulders^ expressed her ni^sty's 
grief on the -first interview, and tbe,kind of sym- 
pathetic anticipation she felt for her beloved 
Geoi'ge. " ' 

My heart exulted in the general sneer I read 
on the faces of the g^rls, except Elizabi&th, who 
had it not' in her disposition to give pain: to any 
human being. The bridegroom was the last to 
make his appearance in the family circle ; and, 
spite of my endeavours, I was chagrined to per- 
ceive more of tender pity thanthe disgust whiefa 
I had expected to see depidted on his featnrcei. 
All eyes were fixed on the prince, when, mik 
Ihbre than his nsual elegance of manner, he beat 
towards the stranger, and raised her hand to his 
lips. 1 saw. her eyes beam upon him, as on her 
protector, to whom she was going to confide her 
future destinies: — tif^ look pierced my veiy soul; 
the fiend Revenge bounded in my bosom-p^nd I 
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qpctefly vowed^ tbmt no earthly^ pow«r ^boQld 
TobiAiB of the object I loved to distraction ! aod 
o#- whose hearty until that moment^. I never doubt- 
ed myself to be the mistress, i dared not fix my 
regards upon bioi ; b«it^ assuming a smile quite 
foreign to my feelings. I tried to attract the 
qoe^s atiealion^ lest she might also be inclined 
to compassionate the beings on whom her son 
laviahed^ibis' kindhearted notice : hep uncle felt 
toa happy 'Vi4thin himself tu apprehend uueasi- 
nees in any- one, so that 1 had nought to fear 
from his penetration. Besides the. pleasure of 
floeiBg hi«r niece, the. king had various inquiries 
to make concerning his sister/ towards Wihsuim he 
lireservied a strong affection. /I vimis impatient 
for the conclusion of this inteiwiew, which. broke 
.up to prepare for the royal nuptials. I superin- 
tended the arrangement^ of the bride, M'ho really 
looked pleasing, even in m^ jaundiced eye. De- 
termined to nob her features of their happy ex- 
presaion^ I dismissed the attendants, under pre- 
tence of ^ving her highness a respite for recol^ 
lecstton,^ and availed myself of the leisure mo- 
jnents to add rouge to her before highly^coloured 
dbeek ; for it was the natural look of ease and 
health that she possessod^l^ which I aimed to 
ioprlve her* As I made tms unbecoming addi- 
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lioD^ I observed to her^ <^ that Mrs. Fitzherbiri 
was fair, and the prince always wisihed hee hot 
to be sparing of rouge :" she eagerly asked 
#< Who is Mrs. Fitzberbert?" I faesitatetl, looked 
foolish, and begged her to excuse my inadver- 
tency, in having mentioned one whose name I 
ought particularly to hate avoided; and de* 
dared, the interest 1 felt to render 4ier appear- 
ance as lovely as possible, had made me iocgetr 
ful of other matters ; — she persisted to inquire^ 
and I i6 make excuses ; ui^ed at length by li«r 
entreaties, I knelt before her, and, with convul*- 
sive sobs, that I could well assume^ liesought her 
not to name my ofience to the prince, who would 
never forgive my incautious conduct, in speak^ 
ing of a person who^ certainly, had seemed to 
share hie affections^ but whom there was no 
longer any cause to suspect ; she having con- 
sented to remain retired and unnoticed. ^^Doeti 
any engagement bind the prince to that lady?^ 
asked the princess. <^ Excuse me,'^ I replied^ 
^^that 1 canpot answer that question now — on 
some future day I promise to disclose alL^ 
" On your honour, promise V^ said the princeja. 
<* Solemnly I do !'^ was my answer: ^^ but your 
highness is disturbedj^I cannot forgive myself — 
let me entreat yOur highness will take somethiBg 
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to^ecruii your spirits.'' ^*A little cyder will 
sufl^ce^'' said tbe princess ; '^ the voyage, has 
made me thirsty.'' I rang — ^an attendant enter- 
ed ; I ordered some cyder, as also some brandy^ . 
and mixing some of the latter with some cyd^r^ 
assured the princess it would prove particularly 
refreshing after her journey. No sooner had her 
bighness swallowed the overpowering beverage, 
than a message was brought that the cerembny 
t?aited h^r appearance, and she hastened to join 
the family who hiid assembled in the closet. 

Nevef shall I forgive ^lyself the mortification 
I had prepared for hqr — even at that time my 
heart reproached me, when I saw her bold and 
unbecoming manner, as^he tottered towards her 
uncle. He, good man ! fancied it was girlish 
agitation, whilst every other person beheld, with 
astonishment, the dauntless expression of her 
eye ; fired with secret anger, and strengthened 
by the potent draught which tbe demon of mis* 
cliief had impelled me to administer — no timid 
f(^rs caused a retiring glance ; on tlie contrary, 
her look penetrated every countenance — -but I 
alone could read her thoughts ! 1 saw that her 
mind was absorbed in elucidating the doubtful 
secret, and that she was employed iu seeking the 
object of her emotion in every face. Unconsdous . 



84 DEATH-BED CONFESSIONS OF 

of her actions^, and forgetful even of the ap^ 
proachiog eeremony, until reu^finded^ the proces- 
sion bad formed for entering the royal chapel. 
The duke of Clarence having led her to her seat^ 
the prince came next, looj^iiig manly, handsome^ 
and gracefel. ^When each person had taken his 
allotted place, the marriage ceremony commea* 
ced ; the bridegroom's agitation was apparent (o 
all ; he was so little himself, that he arose too 
soon, which occasioned a pause, but the king 
whispered something to his son, who resumed his 
kneeling posture. Possibly no one could better 
account for this absence of thought than myself : 
I saw him look aghast when he first perceived 
his consort's altered and strange appearance, and 
pleased myself, as he gave the bridal Uss, to 
^think, how he would revolt from lips that my 
arts had so recently sullied ! 

That night, the marchioness of T ■ , 
lady C n, lady C , and myself, at- 
tended the princess to her chamber : I saw her 
anxiety to question me, which their presence 
prevented; she certainly did not exhibit any 
pleasing expectation when we took our leave. 
On passing the prince's dressing-room, 1 met the 
faithful Troop, carrying wine to hii master; the 
man shook his head significantly, as if to say^ 
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^^He sboiild bare done Without tb|s to nigbt;'^ 
whilst I9 meatally exclaimed^ *^ 1 envy them not^ 
for^ well I know, that few approach the nuptiitl 
bed with less prospect of happiness V^ Sure some 
evil spirit directed me that day^ or I could not 
have devised so diabolical a plan ; but my mind 
was bent on the ruin of the princess, and, after 
a night of inward agony, I arose with new reso* 
lution to effect it. 

Knowing the king's babit of rising early, I 

walked before breakfast to B m house^ 

and^ going to the queen's apartment, tapped at 
the door ; Sch— ^^ — g opened it, and invited ma 
in ; I said, that, fearful of not having an oppor* 
tonity, during the day, I came thns early, to in<-. 
quire how her majesty had borne the fatigue of 
yesterday. <<My good lady Guernsey ^^^ said 
the queen, ^^ this is kind ; for heaven's sake, tell 
me, what you think of the stranger? Mary de- 
clares she never beheld such an awkward look- 
ing creature ; and we all deplore the fate of onr 
poor George ; his father is the only person who 
.seems blind to the strangeness of her manner?" 
^^ I dare not utter my fears," I replied, ^^ bu^ 
when she has recovered' the fatigue of her voyage, 
the princess will be more herself; she will not 
Uien be troubled with Atrst, as. she is at pre- 
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sent/'* '' I see/' exclaimed the queen^ ^^ really 
I tho^ight sbe staggered at the altar.— rU<^w 
dreadfully shockmg! what had she. t^ken?'' 
<< The princess insisted on mixing brandy . with 
her cyder/' 1 replied : '' indeed^ she poured it 
out herself^ or I should have been more carefiiL'' 
^^This is monstrous! George must be informed 
of tier vile practice.? ^^ Permit me to request 
your maJQsty^s forbearance, in this instance^'' I 
said^ '• the like may never occur again^'' "Pro- 
mise/' i-esumed the queen, ^^ if it should, that 
you will acquaint me." "I shall conceive it my 
duty so to do/' I answered, and excused my 
longer stay, under pretext that the princess might 
want mfe. Oft my return to Carlton house, all 
was still in the aj[iti-room. The criminal passion 
I had admitted in my bosom burned withiii me, 
and I lamented having accepted a situation, 
whieb compelled me to witness thQ estrangement 
of the <H)ly heart I had ever prized* Agitated 
with hope and fear, as well as other stronger 
sensations, I retired to a dressing-room, the door 
of which stood half open, and threw myself qu a 
sofa, exclaiming, as I did so, ^' George, I exidt 
but in your presence ; if tny love must be sacri^ 
.ficed to this coarse, untutored woman, I will 
.yield my life also ; since I could not live a single 
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day chilled by your iodifference**' At that mo- 
ment an arm encircled my waist. 

Alarmed^ lest it might be my lord Guerngey, and 
ttat he had heard my complaint^ I was near 
fainting^ when the mpst soothing accents lulled 
every fear : it was the pnnce himself — he closed 
the door and a conversation followed^ the moat 
interesting I had ever held. I gathered, in 
general terms^ that I had nothing to fear from 
my rival; some half-uttered sentences implied 
disappointment, nay, a sentiment still stronger, 
disgust! Elated at the half-owned truth, my 
gratitude became unbounded as my love, and 
exulting in the confidence I had shared, I quitted 
the prince, to answer the bell which summoned 
me to attend his consort. I entered her apart- 
ment with a cheerful countenance, and ventured 
to inquire ^ if her royal highness felt well and 
happy ?^^ The princess answered, with an air 
of lassitude, ^I own to you, my friend, I am not 
as comfortable as I expected.'' ^^ Nature is very 
perverse," I observed, " for I can assure you, 
every female envies your royal highness. ^<I 
cannot see any reason ;" replied the princess. 
^^ Are you not the future queen of England— 
allied to the best, most accomplished, and ele- 
gant of men V^ The princess, smUing, answered, 

9 
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^^ i am not yet sufficiently acqiiaintcnl with the 
prince, to pitinonnce him the best*-^! will .give 
himxredit for all the manners and accotnplish- 
Bdonts which a man can possess ; but, with regard 
to tnnkey or form^ as you call it^ I have known 
many as elegant^ or more so; there is Mr. 
M — -*-, &r example^ to go no fttrther.'^ Now^ 
in these observations, as experience has since 
analyzed tfaem^ there was nothing improper ; the 
smile was good-humoured^ and void of any lurk- 
ing ill; yet^ did my prejudiced mind give it a 
diabolical meaning; and^ at that moment, Ire- 
solved to twist and use each word as might here- 
after answer my maddened purpose. Soon as 
breakfast was over, I attended the bride to Wind- 
sor, and a second, and a third night, had the 
mortification to see the prince retire to her cham-. 
/ ber. No longer able to endure this appmrance 
of harmony, I depended on my influence with 
the prince to procure a separation of beds; so^ 
on the mornings when we w^e about to return to 
i^doo, I contrived to meet the prince in his 
dressing-room. I had purposely taken off my 
rouge, andy with an air of langour, which was 
jpartly affected and partly real, I approached big 
tdyal highness, to inform him of my intention to 
'Ttmai&a short ttimeat Windsor, ^f I gave myself 



'% 



THE LATE COUNTESS OF GlERNSEY. g^ 

credit,'^ said I, << for a greater portion of forti- 
tude than I possess ; I cannot endure to be aa 
eye-witness of your royal highness' happiness 
with one so every way unworthy her exaltation ; 
had the princess been as amiable as you are de« 
serving, I hopc^ and believe, I could have wit- 
nessed your highness' felicity, if not with plea- 
sore — ^with patient forbearance — but, ntiw,. it is 
painful, in the extreme, to perceive, so mach 
worth and goodness lavished on a person whc^ 
by nature, is insensible to the blessing,'' ^^I 
think,. with you,- she is cold ;" replied the prince. 
^^ No, no !" I observed, " Kot cold j where in- 
clination leads, she can be lavish of her love !'* 
^^ I conjure you, by the friendship that hai^ exist-^ 
cd so long between us ?" said the prince, ^^ by 
that passion with which you have inspired me ! 
.say all you know— rconceal nothing from me." 
^^ Pardon me, your royal highness' and impute it 
tb my sincere affection, that I have penetrated so 
deep into the recesses of her heart. I may err 
in thinking as I do, and, for the future, will be 
,more cautious in unbosoming my thoughts; I 
will no more dwell on wqrds, but will wait until 
facts shall warrant my speech." " Guemsey^^^ 
said the prince, f * I believe you love me-— ^ot to 
think it^ would be worse tl^an death; so entirely 
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• am I yours ! and I tell ypu, there is nothing 'm 
Caroline to excite affection — ^her actions, and het 
manner, are unfeminine; her language coarse, 
ajid her whole person needs the aid of English 

habits to render it even agreeable and,. 

much I fear, it will never acquire the style of 
fascination, which alone has charms for mef 
Nevertheless, as a stranger, she claims my pro- 
tection ; and I have been considering how I cati 
best fulfil the engagement I have entered into/ 
without enslaving myself j for, though tlie chain 
that binds us has not been assumed from cboice> 
I feel, as sbe has been selected for my partner, 
«nd will one day fill the station of queen of these 
vealms, that much is due to her from the nation 
and from myself. The people show every dis- 
position to perform their part, and I am no kss 
wilting to make some sacrifices to perform mine ; 
-^I am only puzzled so to act, as to render 
Caroline comfortable, without infringing too 
largely on my own pleasures; outward ap- 
pearances must be respected : now you, my 
lovely friend ! caa assist me in these airange- 
mehts ; and first, we will devise a plan by which 
our mutual intercourse may be secured.^^ 

Piqued at the considerate manner in which the 
prince bad spoken of his consort, in the first VkOr 



THE LATE COUNTESS OF GUERNSEY. 4|f 

ment of imtation, I made this rash reply : — ^^^To 
please each party^ i beg yoarhighness's pemk* 
sion that I may remain in this retirement ; where^ 
in the attendance on your excellent mother^ f 
shall hin no risk of hearing your name traduced 
Jby unfavourable comparisons with any mai^;: 
piunfut as your absence will be^ it.willnotbe 
accompanied by the bitter regret of seeing your 
love abused*'^ 

^^Hafve I a rival in Caroline's affections?'^ 
asked the prince. 

" Surely, I have not betrayed the princessil''^ 
said I, fearfully. 

"You have done only a part of your diity^ 
said the prince/' "and I trust you need no 
stronger motive than my love to complete the 
work, by naming the person who has dared i^ 
supersede me in her affections/' 

My refusal, dear lady Anne, was vain ; so, 
after a struggle, which the eloquence of love^ 
. overpowered, I related her words ; " That she^ 
had known several more elegant in form than bis 
royal bigness, particularly Mr. M." and I took 
care to lay such emphasis on the word knownf as 
should leave on his mind the strongest and most 
unfavourable impres^on* 

^ Enough !'^ said the enraged prince, " I swear 
d2 
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to reneasce, froni tiiis hour^ all fu»il|Br intiMiey 
wkhoDeso hardeMd ia Tice^ so depnifvd by 

1 became alarmed _for the cMiMquettces I tnigh^ 
dnw upon myself f I soothed^ solicited^ and, on 
niy kn^esy besought his forgi^'eness $ protestkig 
my sorrow for having repeated what my love^ 
pwbaps^ had exaggerated into criminality. At 
lengthy I obtained his promise that^ lor my sake, 
}yd would bury the cause of his conduct within his 
own breast : — ^this be pledged his bduoor to ob- 
serve, and I firmly believe he has maintained his 
word inviolate/ With regard to his future be- 
^havionr, the prince was equally determined to 
confine liis- attention to outward form, saying, 
'^She shall reside under the same roof, and 
share my protection and civility, so long as she 
acts iu a manner to deserve them/' 

On our return to Carlton house, the newly- 
married pair maintsined a sort of cobl politeness 
towards e&ch other. At the hour of rest tlyey 
retired, as usual, to their dressing-rooms. Whea 
the bride had undressed, the prince led her widi* 
ki the door of her chamber ; then saying, he felt 
ini^sposed, he kissed bet hand, and wished her 
^^Good night.'' I watched the countenance of 
each : that of the prince evinced a delicate kind 
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of sonrow ; the priocets was OTidently mortified 
-^er pride dictated aeqwescieBce ; she Tetarned 
t%e wish without a question or a word of com- 
plaint When the same ceremony had bee&t^re- 
qnently repeated^ the princess^ one night, ob* 
served to me, that English husbands had very 
sittgolar noMioas. ^< It is mnch the practice on 
the continent,^' said her royal highness, ^^Jl&r 
' married people tb have separate beds, and a very 
pteasant costom I think it is ; bat then their sleep- 
ing-rooms johi ; here, I find, the husband sleeps 
at a distance: at least, I supjl^pse so, as I have 
not received a nightly visit since the third even- 
ing of oar marriage/' 

^< It is well known,'-^ said I, ^^ among the 
prince's friends, that he never passed a night with 
Mrs. Fiteherbert : their private intercourse was 
not confined to tiaie, but was at thet call of incli- 
nation ; the best mode, I think, to keep the flame 
of love alive.'' << Apropos, Guernsey/^ said the 
princess, ^'you promised me some particulars 
respecting th«t lady; I wish you would now 
tommuUicate them." << I shall obey your high- 
ness^ csiamands," X replied, ^' hut, hope to be 
incused the relation now ; for it is a long story, 
&nd my lord might Wonder at my delay." <^ Your 
apology is so good," isaid the princess, ^^ I ac- 
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cept it with pleasure. I would uot^ for a ido^ 
meniy be the cause of disappoiatmeiit to you and 
your lord^s hi^piuess ; therefore^ good night.'^ 
As she uttered the last sentence^ her highness 
sighed heavily^ and looked so sad, that it brought 
reproach to my mind. O ! how would her wish 
have changed, bad the princess known it was the 
prince who waited for me [ 

This reflection damped the pleasure with which 
I usually went to his apartment ; then, my heart 
was capable of compassion, — ^it has sinc6 become 
as callous as flint. Had I, at that time, followed 
its dictates, the anguish of this moment would 
have been sjiared me! the bitter acknowledg- 
ment that I was the first to envenom the prince's 
mind with base,, malignant stories, false as thoy 
were diabolical ! that I acted the part of a spy 
ever his inclinations, to keep under, and turn 
aside, the tide of his feelings, as they floated oa 
his naturally: kind and well-intentioned heart; 
that I so imposed upon bis goodness, as to con- 
vert bis disposition, which, in its original source^ 
was benevolent and humane, into ^ ^ ^ * 

* * #f * A:ll this haunts, my guilty soi|]^ 
and makes me odious to myself; but the deed kr 
done! His character ^ ^ * .^ ♦' ^ 
p ^ * and she, who was gifted with the means 
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•f diffusing happiness around her^is a persecuted^ 

suffering mortal ! and what am I ? 

I dare not pursue inquiry^ lest madness seize the 
little memory that remains^ and so deprive me of 
the only reparation in a guilty wretch's power-— 
to oWn this was my work ! ! ! ♦ * ^ The 
separate beds at Garltou house, as soon as the 
circumstance was known^ became a subject of uu«^ 
easiness to the king ; he expostulated with his son^ 
who entered no farther into the matter, than to 
assure bis father it was mutually agreeable to 
himself and his consort ; and the old gentleman 
learning, soon after^ that bis daughter and niece 
ivas in that state in which ^< all wives wish to be, 
who love their lords," contented himself with 
merely advising his iM)n against indulging with 
other females, concluding that, after the accouche- 
mentf all would return to the right system. lu 
one part of his father's injunction I perfectly co- 
incid.ed ; and, to prevent the prince's ranging in 
the sweets of variety, I kept him as much as pos- 
sible to myself^ but here I did not always sue- 
ceed : bis visits to Mrs. Fitzherbert were more 
frequent than I judged necessary ; but, as his de- 
licacy made him still consider it right to continue 
bis clandestine attention to her, it appeared a fit 
occasion for me to communicate the nature of the 
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prince's engagement in thai quarter; which I 
took an opportimity of doing, under a prumise, on^ 
the part of the princess^ never to divulge that the 
COffllnoiiication was made by me. I declared my 
motive to be entirely devoted to her highness ; 
but that if the prince knew it^ I sbonUl be consi- 
dered, by him, as a spy u{>on his actions ; in that 
case, I should be required to resign my greatest 
happiness, — ^the being allowed tci attend upon her 
person ; in which pleasing duty, I hoped to have 
sometimes the opportunity of evincing my sincere 
and grateful attachment to her royal highness. 
In relating the narrative, I took care to inform the 
princess, that her marriage was not a voluntary 
act on the part of the prince, but a task imposed 
upon him by the people ; who were instigated to 
make this condition through the apprehension of 
the ministers, who hoped, by this means, to wean 
him from his catholic connexions ; for they look* 
ed with dread on the partiality the prince pro- 
fessed towards that class, through his attachment 
to Mrs. Fitzherbert, who followed the Romish 
doctrine, in strict conformity to its tenets, keeping 
ia her house a chaplain of her own persuasion, 
who was often admitted in the social circle of the 
pri«ce. 

The princess received the intelligence with an 
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baatear of spirit for which she was remarkable^ 
ajid which gave her the appearance, to those not 
weU acquainted with her, of want of feeling; bnt 
which rather proceeded from that greatness of 
soul, that for centuries had characterized the 
Brnnswick race. From that period, Mrs. FitK- 
herbert was frequently t)ie subject of our dis- 
course, when we were-^together. 

The prince continued to notice his cmisort ; bnt 
evien the ceremony of doing so was performed in 
a careless manner,— more as a dttty he«w«d the 
public than out of any desire to ekMgp his wife. 
An incident, which occurred that autumn, in- 
creased his coolness, and confirmed the queen 
her implacable enemy. 

It ha[^i|ed, that the Rev. Mr. Randolph had 
business at Berlin, and waited on the princess, 
to ask if she woald honour him with any com- 
mands. The princess thinking this an excellent 
opportunity to send to her father^s court, had a 
personal interview witli Mr. Handolph, when 
she requested him to deUver a packet into the 
hands of her mother, and particnlariisied other 
commkisions, all which he promised to execute 
punctually. Mrs. Randolph was Ihen at Balh> 
in a delicite state of health ; as soon as her hus- 
band had left her, the disordw tood^anaiarmiBg 
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turn, her life was io immiuent danger^ and au ex- 
press was harried after her husband^ whidi 
reached him on the coasts just as he was aboot 
to embark. It may be easily conceived thai Mr. 
Randolph's thoughts were absorbed iu his wife's 
situation. Anxious to behold again the object -of 
his affection^ he determined to relinquish bis in- 
tended journey^ and to retrace his steps^ with all 
possible speedy to Bath ; bot^ even at that mo- 
ment^ the packet intrusted to him by the princess 
was a principal object of his care ; and^ to pre- 
vent the possibility of giving that lady uneasiness^ 
he went through London^ for the purpose of call- ' 
ing at Carlton bouse. It happened^ however, 
on his arrival there^ that her royal highness was 
absent from town : he enclosed the packet^ tbere- 
fore^ and directed it ^^to l^e particular care of 
the lady in waiting upon the princeas of Walea^^^ 
and Idt it, with a strong injunction, to the porter, 
that it might be forwarded next morning. . I was 
the lady in waiting ; and finding oa taking^off the 
coyer, that it contained a parcel for the duchess 
of Brunswick, 1 informed the queen ; and, anti- 
cipating how far her curiosity might lead, when 
urged by my insinuations, L showed the packet, 
remarking^ at the same time^ ^^it might contain a 
journal, by its size." Her majesty asked if the 
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iirincess kept a journal? I said, ^* it was her" 
liigbness' cu$ta6i to write bet daily observations. 
^The packet lacy upon the table ; — its superscrip- 
tion, « to be given to the duchess of ISmnswide 
Jrom her dattghtevy^^ was a strong inducement 
*^ Doubtless/' observed the queen, as she took up 
the parcel, ^[ an insight into this would set all out 
opiniohs right" 

^^It would enable us to deal justly towards 
EVERY BODY,'' I replied, ^^ and seems to be put 
purposely in the way. 1 do suppose it a duty, 
on the part of your majesty, to ascertain the truth ; 
and, <!;ertainly, an occasion, such as Providence 
has here provided, may not happen again.'' 

" Open it !" said the queen. Never did I obey 
a.uy command with so much alacrity, and my joy 
s.eemed complete, when 1 perceived sleveral pages 
of the journal which t had been in the habit 
of seeing the princesfs write. It began with her 
entrance on board the royal yacht, and was writ- 
ten in bad French, miiced with some English 
phrases. To any unprejudiced person, this 
packet would have afibrded real amusement^ — ^the 
style was sensible, lively, and interspersed with 
many ingenious sallies of the writer, who express- 
ed, with great justness, her conception of the 
JSnglish character; and, on the wbole^ conveyed 
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a vein of satire^ truly entertainiog. She de* 
scribed the manners of the ladies^ who were sent 
to conduct her^ with provoking accuracy ; and 
spoke of the polite attentions of the commodore 
and the captain^ in terms^ which I endeavoured 
to construe into more than mere affability ; as- 
signing meanings that 1 well knew were not in- 
tended : but the introduction to her husband's fa^ 
mily was best of all delineated ; and some events 
of the wedding-night were stated with admirable 
talent^ though with great good humour, contain- 
ing some particulars, told, indeed, with delicacy, 
but which were only fit for a mother's eye* 

The queen, raising her hands, exclaimed, ^^ I 
am shocked ! what, my friend, can be done for 
George." When the family. was described, the 
princess had drawn each with such accuracy, that 
it was impossible to make a mistake. ^^ To begin," 
said her royal highness, ^^ with this unparalleled, 
virtuous family ! among whom my good uncle is 
certainly misplaced, since he is benevolent, con- 
siderate, and virtuous, with a heart just like your 
own, so T shall put him up, on the shelf ^ as the 
people here say, but not in their acceptation of 
the term, which implies one unfit for service ; but, 
that he is beyond all comparison with them. I 
shall, therefore, pass on to mj snuffy aun|." — 
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^^ Monstrous V^ exclaimed the queen, ^^ me vow 
she. is right wicked. ^^ 

I own, I trembled for what might follow; and 
was almost sorry, when I found her satire at- 
tacked oaly the foibles of her husband's family, 
and would have passed,«with well-intentioned 
persons, for mere playfulness ; but we were not 
disposed to consider it in that light. Her majes- 
ty conceived herself grossly insulted, as though 
she had been accounted the worst of criminals. 
Elizabeth's taste for fun and porter, with Ma- 
ry's prying curiosity, and for which her cousin 
styled her ^^ peeping Polly, ^^ so roused her an- 
ger, that she seemed inclined to expose the whole 
to the prince; but the acme of her majesty's 
rage was reserved for the line in which the prin- 
cess, describing the men's dress, on coming to the 
high collar, observed, "most fashions here ori- 
ginate in the convenience of the great, to hide 
their natural defects.^^ No longer able to bear, 
what she conceived to be an intended insult, the 
queen seized the packet, and hastened with it to 
the king. 

Uqcertain to what extent royal fury might go, 
I ventured after her; but I should need the ge- 
nius of Hogarth, to describe the scene which fol- 
lowed — ^I shall not, therefore, attempt it. Her 
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majesty uttered her invectives in such bad £n- 
glish, and in so hurried & manner^ that it vras 
next to. impossible to understand her^ and the 
king was at a loss to guess the mea^ning of all 
this bustle^ until^ seeing the superscription of the 
packet, he said^ *^ Fie-fie, Charley ! is i\kU your 
mode of protecting a stranger? what an example 
do you set, in opening private communications — 
read not another word — but let Guernsey re-seal 
the packet, and get her to make the be^t apology 
she can." ^> I will keep i^" returned the queen^ 
^^ that I nay force her to confess her shame.^^ 
The storm now threat^ed on the part of the 
king; so seeing a contest was about to ensue, I 
thought it prudent to retire, and wateh for her 
majesty, as she parsed to her own apartment* 

Whilst waiting, I considered upon the best 
mode of concluding this unfortunate incident : and 
it appearing to me, that to expose this packet ta 
the prince would cause a quarrel^ and that he^ 
royal highnesses present situation would imn^e- 
diately procure a reconciliation,. I thought it 
would better suit my plan not to allow tbd 
discovery to be made; but rather to keep the 
secret in reserve, since it might serve the purpose 
of irritation, whenever J wanted something to 
rou^e the prince's feelings ; so, wh^n her m«i|esty 
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rfSbBuheAf I cwbed my iikipfttieiice to speak^ uDtil 
I bad irst fa^vd her o^»iotf. 

^ The kiDg/^ said ber majesty^ ^^ witb bis 
iMsal pefveme wiiy of reasoning has made me 
promise to retara tbese paf^ers^ without seeming: 
to know their contents ; ^s silly fondness for: 
bis fliece keeps bim blind to ber eondact^ but I 
will find the Way to punish ber-^1 shall certainly 
perform niy dutjfy in cautioning my son ; and yon 
Guemseyy must contrive a way to enclose the 
lett^s as tbey were before — ^but bow can we ob«^ 
tain the seal? for I see, that even in that^ she 
Las acted with her usual imprudence — would any 
other female^ having the honour to be princess 
of Wales, seal a letter with a simple olive- 
iMrancb ? it shows the woman's meanness.'^ 

'^ I will answer for getting the identical seal,'^ 
said I, '^ I am a prodigious favourite witb San- 
der, and she will obtain it for me.'' I then retired 
with the packet, but before I closed it, I copied 
all that related to the royal family. 

From that day, the family intercourse became 
less and less frequent ; tbey met only when eti« 
quette made it needfuV : and then the queen and 
her daughters (with the exception of Elizabeth) 
omitted no opportunity to mortify the princess's 
feelings : the latter affected not to understand 
E 2 
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ilieir insinuations ; she always appeared in high 
spirits^ when in their company, and generally 
amused herself with asking the females to join 
her in a game at ^hunt the slipper,' or some 
other frivolous diversion, to which she knew they 
were averse, and at which she had, in fact no 
wish to play herself, as she was then very near 
to her confinement ; but her great spirits prompt- 
ed her to sport with nature. Had she been for^ 
tunate enough to have had a good and gentle 
friend near her, to advise and counsel her against 
these playful sallies, it would have been well ; 
but it was her misfortune not to have such a 
friend. In many points the princess was maa- 
culine; her health and spirits were good, and 
being naturally noble, frank, and generous, she 
felt herself elevated by the approaching prospect; 
for, although slighted at that moment, she felt 
that she was about to give birth to the future heir 
to all thiiir boasted power, and trusted to that 
epoch, as the means of reconciling her in the 
affections of her husband, and giving her conse- 
quence in the eyes.of his family and the nation ; 
and her spirits rose as she approached nearer the 
moment which was to realize this fond expecta- 
tion ! This elevation of mind prevented her see- 
ing the coolness of her husband^s relatives; 
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wUilst they considered her cheerfulness as pro- 
ceeding from extreme thoughtlessness ; thus, de* 
ceived and deceiring, each regarded the other 
with a mortal indifference, which ^as daily 
growing into hate in the one party, and disgust 
in the other. 

liittle apparent alteration took place, until the 
birth of a daughter brought the family arrange- 
menis to a sort of crisis. This much-looked -for 
event was attended with some unpropitious cir- 
cumstances : — that it was not a son, was a source 
of disappointment to the prince, but that being a 
point which human foresight had neither power 
to direct, or decide, he was induced to bear it 
with tolerable patience — ^but, that the birth should 
have occurred a day sooner than the usual cal- 
cnlation admits, was variously handled, accord- 
ing to the interest, or accidenta,l opinions of the 
persons who discussed it. The prince, who 
is thought a good judge in some female cases, 
silenced the kind gentlemen who ^wel^e disposed 
to advise^ by saying, <^ he did not wish them to 
trouble themselves with the subject ;" but his 
conduct evinced a different opinion ; for he or- 
dered an additional private staircase to be erect- 
ed; leading to the nursery, by which means he 
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avoided the disagreeable dilemitaa of sometimes 
meetiBg the child. 

Notwithstanding the calummout iiiBtnaatioils 
of the queen^ who protested^ ^^ She slkrald have 
been inconsolable^ had siich a suspicions eircnm- 
stance happened to her/' the princess seemed 
to have acquired a new claim on her hnsband^ 
and I saw, with jealous malignity/ that^ in two 
months after the great event, he increased his at* 
tentions towards her ; often, and I thought pur* 
posely made his visit at the hour he knew the in- 
fant would be present, in whose smiles he took 
a lively and parental interest. Fearful these ap^ 
pearances might lead to a reconciliation, I deem* 
ed it politic to re-peruse the contents of the 
packet, which had now lain. a long time untouch- 
ed. When, the next time, I met the prince alone^ 
he asked me, ^^ What I thought of little Char* 
lotte?" I replied, ^^1 think her the most for- 
tunate of children!'^ ^<In what respect ?^^ he 
asked. — ^^ Because she has the most indulgent 
father and grandfather in tlie world,'' said I ; 
and continued, ^^no one can witness your in- 
creasing fondness, without admiring your ex- 
treme kind-heartedness.'' ^< Who do you think 
her like?'' said the prince. *^I conceive the 
child bears some small resemblance to her mo- 
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ther," I replijed ; "but few persons arc inclioed 
to see that;'' " What is the general optnioa ?'' 
inquired the prince. " My regard for your royal 
highness does not allow me to repeat unpleajsant 
tbro^ ; therefore, I request your permission to 
change the subject/' Here, as I expected, I was 
interrupted, and urged by the most endearing en- 
treaties, until, in half uttered sentences, I con^ 
veyed more to the prince's mind than an expo- 
sure of Ihe packet could have done ; and took 
care, dufing tho fbllawing^days, not to allow bia 
ro^^al highness leisure for reflection, as I met 
biS), seeiaiogly by accident^ when he retired 
froip the fai^aily circle. K^no wing bis heart was 
Yvell inclined to listen to bis consort's excolpa* 
Uon, I considered the interim, in which his ideas 
wavered p^H> and eon, a most important crisis^ 
and resolved to secure it my own. For this pur- 
pose, J held counsel with the queen, whose mind 
was more bent, on the conjtinued separation than 
even ipine. 

We conversed on the negligence which, foir 
soDiie time back> had been shawn t^ Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert ; and, thinking I should please her ma- 
jesty by forwarding,a reconciliation ii| th^.t quar- 
ter, I represeiited her temport^ry absence,, as ti^ 
effect of delicacy ^ving place to public feelings 
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the better to answer my purpose. I prelendeci 
to have received a communication from lady 

M L , who mentioned having a letter 

from Mrs. Fitzherbert, from the other si(le of 
the water^ and in which she acknowledged the 
motive of her journey in the following passage ;— 
^^\ do, and ever shall, consider myself the law- 
ful wife of the prince ; 1 am convinced he thinks ' 
the same, and that his excellent father and 
mother (whom all the world allow to be the m^ost 
pious and amiable that wear a regal crown !) are 
of the same opinion. I am well aware that the 
late marriage was in compliance with the will of 
tiie nation; therefore, from a consideration of 
public benefit, which often operates against in- 
dividual interest, I will absent my self awhile, mi 
to be in the way of those feelings, which must be 
sacrificed to female delicacy ; as, certainly, the 
exalted stranger will require some time for ex- 
planation; When she knows how each party- 
is situated, doubtless, she will herself invite my 
return ; well satisfied with holding the preroga- 
tive of royalty, whilst 1 enjoy the supreme feli- 
city of conjugal affection; mine, by the most 
sacred tie ! the duties of which shall never in- 
trude on the rights annexed to her high sta- 
tion/' ^^ Who," said I, «caa 
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help admiring such sentiments ! here, the most 
tender conscience may see the forbearance, the 
noble feeling, by which a wife is enabled to re- 
sign the outward appendages of rank, for the 
mild^and unobtruding practice of social duty/' 

With arguments such as these, I reconciled 
the queen's conscience with her inclinations — 
and with others, quite as convincing, to the 
prince, I succeeded in chasing the tender senti- 
ments which had latterly lurked in his bosom for 
the princess. Though still living under the same 
roof, they seldom met ; the habit of cold indif- 
ference they had hitherto carried towards each 
other had now grown into visible dislike, Which 
the princess, from the ingenuousness natural to 
her disposition, first showed she had discovered. 

That the prince and his royal partner had laid 
aside the wish to please each other, was appa- 
rent to every one ; — that their forced interviews 
%vere accompanied with mutually painful sensa- 
tions, was certain, to those who had fhe power 
of observing them. These reflections formed the 
ground of my excuse for counselling her majesty 
(who honoured me with her full confidence) to 
encourage her son in the renewal of his con- 
nexion with Mrd. Fitzherbert, and I prepared 
his mind to receive this advice, by frequently 
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9pcfftking to him on «be sntgect^. aAd d^mtpiiig 
the sensntkms of that Iad^> ad I pretended thej 
'irere dtated by her friend ; Ibr to me she was not 
lialf so 'fiMrtnlidable a rival as the prkicei^s^- he- 
cause Mrs. Fitzb^rbert possessed not asi^y sh«re 
of that susceptibility whieh is irreslslible when 
displayed to a man of feeling : but there was in 
the princess a noble frankness^ wfaicb> united 
with greatness of s6ul> and a kindly nature^ 
would have been all-powerful in ifes operation 9 
and I was aware^ if these qualities were allow* 
ed scope for action^ they would^ in time^ excite 
"the prince to more manly conduct^ and plant in 
his bosom a mean opinion of tlie families^ who 
'liad been^ from childhood^ his favoured com- 
panions. *****^*f** 

Here a weight of reproach preys'On my spirits 
for my guilty conduct at that period-^doubly 
guilty! from the false friendships 1 assumed^ as 
a cloak to my infamous designs ; for I now ac- 
knowledge, ^ith sorrow^ that I brought on an 
attempt at explanation from tiie princess, who, 
moved by the most honourable sentiments, fi*ank- 
ly declared, that it was better for married per- 
sons to sepamte formally, than to meet only for 
the purpose of imtating each other. Thi^ con- 
duct, on her part^ was interpreted, by my in- 
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«ki«tttf<diiy «sr pweeeiifig'fimii ft sensual sffectioai 
Iter 4ilMi« lites, ^m #ie ^npyaieiit of which sht 
1ift44bMti Mioiigdcibftrred ; ftod gave me to that 
tiemoraMe letter 4)C 4ie SOth of Aprils 1T90. I 
Mid ii#t 4weil on 4lie meruit of that qiistle; 
imrery one kiMM^s it was followed by the dis- 
imssflA of wiffe and child. Bat every one does not 
Imow what sacpilees this proceeding cost the 
fMrties. The prince sitfer^d the greatest uneasi- 
«S8s^ wtiiok i endeavoiired to tranqoillize^ bjf 
lUbi'ioirtltig softd4aloos stories aliout his consort, 
tMid assaiidflg io>(»eased tenderness towards his 
ipevson ; then^ finding these efforts insufficient^ I 
iiail recoutm to a more powerful aoxiliary^ and 
-ihdocod 'tile qoeen 4o nse iter influence in brin^- 
iug back Mrs. F)teberb4rt. The prince grew ill : 
titiii did iB#re tlMin the most persuasive argn- 
3»eats: 4^ UAf returned; and^ with her pre- 
ecHBce^ the -pvinoe^s peace came also. 

during 4he term of nearly ten years^ did the 
'pciMes^driaad the testof severe scrutiny^ before 
her loonies sacceeded to any serious cause of 
-aocHsailioii. Ma»y weve the battles I then fought 
i«rith tey oMMieaae ; I often admired her mag- 
nania^ iftso brai^ely meting the repeated in- 
^rias w^iek^«uccM<|ad each other as qnickly ais 
.tka^ifiTOiiim gmi«a of her eneMes could create 
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jUiem. — ^It was the 4read 1 felt^ lest her conduit 
•hoold obtain a feconcUiatiou with her husband^ 
thai induced me to lend myself as the instigator 
0f what aft^wards went hy t3am name of ^^.Thf 
devil's plot." To this I was urged by a coDf«»- 
ttou made by the prince, ^^ that, in a tipsy frolic^ 
he had passed a night on the Heath ; — had slept 
in Us consort's chamber, and, in contradictiQQ 
lo ibe sentimeBts expressed by himself in 1796^ 
4iad infringed on his voluntary terms of perpetual , 
/MparatioB." On the credU of the old ada^, that 
drunkcp men and children speak trutb, I con- 
cluded this visit was one of inclioation ; and 
when the prince owned having made a promise 
to revisit the Heatb, I thought it right to use every 
means of prevention. I began by i?ou$ing th£ 
fears of bis mother, who had immediate recourse 
to lord M— < — f whom her majesty kjv&w to (be 
her son's confidential friend, and the repgsitorj 
of all his secrets ! in return for which honour, 
lord M submitted to lose hif money, los- 
ing always to an appointment in the JBast as. an 
icqoivalent : this convenient compact bound them 
iriends ; and the queen, wisely guessing that ihe 
4ause of . ber son's aversion to the princess had 
been imparted to his friend,, suggested to the lat- 
4er the auspicious she had long entertuiiod-**and 
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he, eompfchending the Iiehidurae8» ©f ^ccemng 
iiiajesty^ engaged the brothers to prevenl thm 
pmce^s promised visits by devising amnsemeai 
els^where^ that drew hhn to ft dittance frote tho 
fll^aitb. '' I , • • 4 . ' 

Meanwbile intjoiry was stet on foot anrong'tlie 
pritocess's hmisehold^ which, by means of dou- 
ifeears, proved pretty snceessftiV; for^ from the 
epodi of the boy^ WilHam Austin's admission 
hitothe family, lady Douglas a:nd myself had 
liiad^ hitn the groand work of a plot, which it was 
onv intention to play oflT at a proper opportonity. 
In' this. I most confess^ fady Douglas was the 
complete dope, at which I felt do kind of soi^* 
Irow, as I owed her a grudge on an occasion 
which I shaD here mention. 

When lady Douglas app^ared^ fo^ the first 
time^ witli a title at the drawrug-room, the prince, 
vho hev^r omitted an opportunity to say a civil 
thing, paid some frivolous cothpthnent on the 
talbur of sir John, at Acre, Which she imagined 
Was spoken for the purpose of admiring her 
beauty. Prepossessed with a notion that the 
prince admired -her, she, one day, in passing the 
princess of Wales, cortesied witb a sort of inr- 
pertinent sneer, that said, "I am a favourfte.^' 
"The j^rincessy who was never backward in pent^ 
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terpiet this behaviow. ^^ I see,?^ said tor i^al 
highness, as she was #iie day eOBvarsiiig wltb 
me, ^^lady DoiigUs has a great mcliiiatM to 
conceive herself of sufficient importance tO'he^ 
GMie my enemy ; I will parish her vanity by 
affecting to notice her friend^ sir Sidney, &r 1 
have discovered that she is in love witii him.^^ 
<^ May it not turn out a dangerous experiment ?'' 
I asked the princess. <^ I shall know where to 
stop/^ her royal highness replied; and effee^ 
tively she lost no time in conunenoing her plan* 
When she next dined at lady jDoug^as's^ shf 
paid the most marked civility i» sir Sidney* 
The princess called him to a chair next her owni 
allowed him to serve her wkh &ait, and^ on 
(quitting the house, told sir John- and his iMly, 
she hoped they would not visit her unaccom- 
panied by their friend ; and afterwards sir Bid* 
ney waited on the princess, at a general invita-^ 
tion. The success of any playful frolic always 
caused the princess to be in excellent spirits. J 
never observed her manner so pleasantly cheer^ 
ful as during the period that sir Sidney made one 
of j;be dinner circle, which happened al least 
twice in the week. About tliis time Williani 
Austin became an inmate of Uia household ; prior 
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ft» Mm wriMl^ lady BoogliM hkd assamed an^ex^ 
time aflbDtim fw the prdecem^ Ikough to me^ ih 
whett «1mi placed co&ftdeace^ ske acknowledged 
Imself an enemy ; and tke malignant expres- 
mm of faor countenance^ whilst making the 
(rtroBgest proteistations of regard^ discovered to 
etttoh a keen ohsenrer as her royal highness the 
Aeef^rooted hatred with which she was endeav- 
enring to probe the secrets of her heart, llie 
princess told me of it, and that lady Donglas had 
iata^odnced the snbjeet of her and sir John's at- 
techment to sir Sidney, for the purpose of hear- 
ing Jn what terms »he wonld s]^eak of the hero.> 
^ i equalled her in cunning/' said the princess $^ 
^ I made her believe me to he in love with him,, 
and left her ready to burst with spleen at the^ 
Sdea that he loves me ta desperation.' — I wilt 
make her mad before I have done with her, for 
I will dress Sander^ and give her the key of the 
shmbbcry-gate. I saw lady Douglas look very 
iigniflcantly when sir Sidney mentioned his in/-* 
tention to sti^ some days in London— she fancie^^ 
lie will remain that time concealed in this neigh-^ 
hour hoody. for the purpose of carrying on an im- 
proper inteipourse with me. You know there is- 
a stranger (a poor derangjed gentleman, they 
say,) come to reside in the white cottage ; Sander^ 
* % 
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»]itll wt^r the private ^dte froiQ that drodkkm^ 
wrapped ia mj^ traveUIng cleaky-atid lady Doitg^ 
las^ whom 1 know wUl be on the wiUcb^ wiU 
transform every moving fignre into mr BiAoisgf^ 
and will think herself secnre in stating my guilk» 
Si^onld she dare so hr^ I will expose her malioa 
in telling the whole truth — the stoipion of jen^ 
lousy shall sting her to the quick for her wicked 
dii»simulatioo*'^ 

. ^^This would, indeed, be ex€ell^lt,'^ 1 ob* 
jierved, ^^ could your royal highness be certaifii 
of the sequel ; but is it not possible tlntt caUmny 
may succeed in spreading her rumour to your 
injury, before your royal highness has an cp^ 
portunity to refute her testimony ?^' 
. ^^ Bntertain no fears on my account,'' said the 
princess, ^^ so well Um 1 convinced of lady Doug;- 
las's improper attachment for sir Sidney, that I 
have it in my power to make her retract, by a 
single word, spoken in the hearing of sir Jobn.'^ 
When things were in this state, 1 called upon 
lady Douglas, and, having insinuated to her the 
priacess's fondness for the gallant sailor, had the 
pleasure to hear her acknowledge, under the 
mask of a friendly intention, (very commonly- 
assumed on such occasions,) that the princess 
had almost confessed her guilt. ^^ I doubt not,'' 
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cmitaniied her ladyship, ^^ttat^ before sir Bid- 
ney's retofo, I shall be ia fell fosseisieo of the 
fact. I wish/' she added, << that her royal high. 
oess would not make me her confidaut ; it will 
b^ the aoeidietressitig thing in the ^vorld, con- 
acientions as 1 feel in my duty to my sovereiga 
md his -amiable family ! yoa know it would be 
imposwiblefbr sir John to conceal such an im- 
portant circumstance, and it would be doubly 
guilty ia mie, who am doatingly fond of my hus- 
l»nd^ to conceal secrets from him— of such a 
natare, too ! it would be enough to give him a 
wrong opinion of^me; I would not, for the uni- 
verse, be;suspected of an intimacy with a female 
of such a character." 

^^I took upon m^,'' said I, ^^ to assure the 
fMrinoess of your delicacy on this subject, in a 
conversation she held with me relating to sir John 
and hirf» friend/' 

^* Gould she entertain any doubt?'' hastily in- 
tennipted lady Douglas. 

" Ou no surer ground," I replied, «^ tlian that 
certain persons always imagine a very lutimate 
friend of a husband has favourable opportunities 
with hb wife." 

^^ If 1 could suppose the princess entertained 
so horrid an opinion of me," exclaimed lady 
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9oag1iis> ^^ her high rank shoold not be say m^ 
ducemeBt for «ie to continue her acquiotance; 
I would instantly reKai^aish H V^ 

I foand but little diOcaity in diiswadiiig kmt 
ladyship firom a rapture at tfiM^ciJsis^ and thii^ 
went on^ apparently^ as usual. 

On sir Sidney's return fc> his firiendfl on 41m 
Heath, the whole party met at eikr John's tabta. 
The attachment between tlie ladies appeared 
then to have reached its height, each having ait 
object in vietr ; the princess being de«irou» to 
HH)rtify her neighbour in the most vulnecabla 
part — her affection for sir Hidney; and lady 
Douglas ^as bent on the destruction of the pvitr- 
cess. In this humour the ladies met, and thm 
the memorable story of the milk wetting her 
royal higbness's handkerchief, with the fabrica- 
tion of her approaching accouchement, were per-* 
sonally related by the princess. Of this I d«^. 
not entertain a doubt, all the particulars having 
been tolil me by lady Douglas, and afterwai'ds^ 
confirmed by the princess herself, who, ignorant, 
of the imprudence she was committing, thought 
only of plajing, what she termed, a frolic. — 1^ 
was the most guilty of all ; since, in order t© 
punish lady Douglas's hypoiirisy, I wrote the 
anonymous letters to sir John, and enclosed the 
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Ome^k fw iieMitf t^ fa«M 4eiMtMl ibe &gI} 
tkeM kttttni Inmafiht A« itiArism (fe^ »« isMie^ 
liiAy OonglM^ imteteil to eseuM^ repiMted nil 
iiwt the 9WMea^ ha4 told bar,, to air Jdin ; ihe 
Ister refmitecl it to tlie ^ke 0f fl uj u e x ^ to cwbn 
floitoii Uo^ bfol^er £-f*«-~|. and k WMrcMhped 
toentertiaatilMiimigfeifi^esti^ioit'of wfaoltt 
Biftltor^ aiMi make tbe remU knows to the iirioea 
I have reaaoB to tbiak tbqr weve detoreed^ ai 
tbat ^UBMf by iBarniag that tke prineescr hmi piay« 
ad off amiie trick aar lady Soog^kw^ whkb kifea* 
vmtiDir I h«ve alwagra aMiibiitod to" Siamtai!^ aa I 
baliave sHe waa tha only oae^ esbeept atj^liy wk« 
waa io l^r rayal bighnogHi'a seci-eto^-^Fw we^ I 
gf^wr divttlgjsd the tralh until iH»\t^ titai veasoisdf 
extents it fram i»e« Far neaiOy il^i^ jesir» Skip 
bwiciea$ remainod uanotieed^ ih% that E^*----^ 
adi^ised with the ppiaeeaa respecttog a mm^ 
guarded conduct in futorei and ibat the afair 
M^as whispered to each one in the CEuntiyf with 
the exceptioii of George aad Ifia father ^ bu^ in 
Wo yeara after that period^ whe» the hiid))a«d.'a 
HMOiLpectod vifiit to Uie Haatliy ransed the feat's 
«f th0 eneaiyi 1)iat a leconcitiation was- to be aipi^ 
yiabwded^ an amao of iateae»ta indaoKd tfaiMi to 
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JMo in a tort of femily compute to prevent tfi« 
fimstration of tlieiv hopes ; and^ encouraged 1^ 
the protestatioBs of sir Joho »id lady Doiigtaflj 
wko oAered to attest their depo8hHHi» on oalb^ 
they laid 4he afliiir open to the king and qiieen*' 

On that occasion^ two of the brothers tooil 
npoo tkemselTos the right of examini^ the ^ab 
tageoGthe Heathy whieh had, for some yeatO) 
been the residence of a character nnknown ; th^ 
went when the owner was absent^ and fonnd itt 
one of the sitting-rooms an uwintsbed likeness 
of the princess of wales. Tbis^ at the time^ ap^ 
peared a jnystery^ that astounded tte floders of 
the portrait, bnt which no one tried to pea^tmfee; 
Her enemies considered it the most faToarabio 
occnrrence that could haye happened ; and, per^ 
fietctly satisfied with this seeming proof of crimr- 
nality, immediately entered on the scrutiny I be* 
fore mentioned ; and a noble earl^ wbo> hitherto^ 
had been considered ami^ible in manners and 
disposition^ meanly km himself as. the agent of 
prasecotion. 

Her royal highness^ on hearing that doubts 
were entertained as to the propriety Df her eonw 
duct^ asked fw an immediate change of the per* 
SMS who formed her household^ feelings it was 
kifinmbent on her not to allow h^self tho pe»m« 



VHkif #f tampering Hritk her dependMite. Had 
•he behaved with equal prudeoee 00 all oeca^ 
mmm, how admifahly she woald have aoted ! li 
was a remar k of daetor JiriiaeM^ ^ that pereone 
of stroog seas^ are apt lo peifonB the erdinarj 
aK^tioiis^of life carelesaly ; whereas they eacottoter 
great eveats with cautioiis pradenee and wie* 
4oa»^ Sttoh was the case of her royal highness^ 
who steod ea the reetatade of her actioas and ia* 
ieotions. 

They whom the king appointed to iavestigala 
the business also acted conscientiously, and satis* 
fied their master there was- no real can^^e for 
banishing his niece from his presence ; bot^ when 
the king's intention to appoint an early meeting 
was made known to his family, her enemies had 
recourse to their influence with the prince, and 
succeeded in prevailing with his royal highnese 
to solicit a delay. 

On the whole narrative being related to the 
prince, he declared that he coald never regard, 
as virtuous, a female who wished to appeasr 
guilty ; and asked my o[Maion« I replied, ^^that 
no woman in her senses would have advanced 
auch a falsity of herself; that either lady Dong- 
las had kbricated the ufaole story, or that the 
ptiiiMss/ in a lively mood, had committed her- 



itir to liwAiiM^i Mi i\im0mkb^iim)fifmigii 
itorf tfae -iiiparted to mes; JbuV^ i dMcrviid^ ^^1 
IIDW «pMk only 'tigr #aiii«al ^Mliuiaiitey uritlMifc 
Ae^ciMiiioeitf gmiifiAg l)ow a. param^^vvithliBel^ 
ingti Afft i^ppoBite to tftioae i fintMtaia, hmsiU ^itf U" 
From ibat hour Dub zpnoceTis iifttmd lieoMue fla&« 
^ 4 evM mbm im oofiiitelp After miiittte ioqyi^ifjr 
f$t oacb of hoF eoewi^ yot ^Rraftied pMof^rAii4^ 
^uanrfore^ cwuld not iidvkie i^ast tbe princes? 
being received in the family circle^ he «(ill re^ 
9Mun#d anmoAredt-^etermined not |to nanction 
Jicr vecAptioOy he absented him^lf from iSiitt nie^ 
«oi»ble imlerview. Metn whiter tike ptineeM 
jeootimied to Mt4Ni »be bftd doine •beforet except 
4b«t 9be showed a gre^t attaohmeikt t# tbe fmieid- 
ting William Austin, and an increased con- 
<tomptfor her husband's .&mily>'*^benatnt^ re- 
ohUs of being debarred the company of hor 
daughter^ and of being an object of dislike to ber 
deluded husband. 

' After remaining, 9ome^ year^, peraecated,. ha- 
rassed, and unhappy, tiie unfortunate lady wrote 
one of the best letters she ev«r penw^ to the 
prince, in wiiich she i»tated some of the many 
hardships sho had endured, and regi^tted, m 
feeling and respect&l langiiage^ the loss of lieir 
dasgbter's society* Tbe uunister, whoseooffice 
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It WM to Tea4 all lettMs te bis foyal master^ ob- 
served; wben he eeiiicliided thi9;^ aod had laid it 
adide, ^^ that ^sovie inede mast be adopted to pre- 
sent the pritrce from being troubled lyith these 
iateriHiptioBs^ from one who on^ to be satisfied 
with the permission to retain her title and digni- 
ties.'^ Nottiing more was said at that time : in 
k few days, however, a copy of that letter found 
its way into the daily papers. An interested 
fHend of the princess, who was then treating 
with ministers for an augmentation of salary, 
tfainkiiig it might answer his purpose, procured 
the original letter from the secretary's desk, and 
made Hhh malicioas use of it And it did answer 
his purpose ; since, on his taking the paper to 
bis patron, and assuring -him he fuirnished ^^the 
intelligence,^' he obtained the desired appoint- . 
ment, and, from that day, has been an active 
agent against t)>e princess. Meantime, the prince, 
who was naturally kind, and possessed a great 
portion of good sense, had often, when alone, 
ruminated on the contents of his consort's letter ; 
the more he considered, the more he became 
convinced of the reasonableness of the argu- 
ments it contained ; and had actually debated 
the matter in his mind, by arraigning the merits 
of the case before him, and had come to the de- 

G 
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ternuDation of making some pertsonal iaquiries^ 
whether things were^ really^ as bad as they weTj> 
represented. This was the subject of hisToyal 
highness's meditation^ when the same officious 
adviser^ who had read the ori^al letter^ ap- 
peared with the offensive publication in his hand^ 
which put all disposition to justice to flighty aud 
fanned the smothered embers of revenge into a 
flame^ which all the force of pity could not allay^ 

The man in office met that day his confreres 

at y and, after dinner^ amused them with au 

account of the purloined letter. Exulting in their 
triumph over an unresisting victim, they agreed 
to form a league with the lady's friends and ad- 
visers; so, under the appearance of fdendship, 

they informed Mr. W d, that nothing would 

tend so effectually towards the princess regain- 
ing her husband's esteem, as her making a tour 
to the continent^ a^, by that means, she would 
leave her daughter unbiassed with respect to 
marriage, and free her from many restraints, re- 
sulting from the coolness that ^ now existed be- 
tween her mother and the members of her father's 
family, which coolness^ they said, would wear 
off by absence, and that, at her royal highnesses 
return, every thing would be on a right footing* 

As soon as this proposal was communicated to 
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the priQcess^ of Wales, she entered^ very willingly, 
into the plan, and immediately made her inten- 
sion known to the ministers, requesting' them to 
Inform the prince, who considered this step as a 
fresh proof of his consort's depravity : — ^rejqi- 
cing, however, that it would for a time, at least, 
free the' country from her presence, he readily 
consented. 

At that period, I was myself smarting under 
humiliation, being convinced lady Hamilton was 
my successful rival. Glad to avail myself of a 
temporary change, I seized a hint, thrown out 
by the prince, ^^that a person in France would 
have a good opportunity of watching a certain, 
lady's conduct,^' to say, ^^ I would make a visit 
^0 some friends on the continent ; from whence I 
should have it in my power to inform him of 
what was passing. '^ Pleased with my offer, the 
prince repeated a rhapsody of affection, which 
my heart inclined me to believe ; but, thinking 
it might not seem well in me; as her party were 
suspicious of me, that I should leave England 
at the precise time she did, I employed my con- 

Udeutial agent, madame B. , and she placed 

Louisa Demont in the way of the princess, as a 
person qualified to answer the double purpose of 
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obtaining ber royal bigl^iess's confidence, and 
betraying it. 

I have reason to believe it was the princesses 
intention to have remained only a short time 
abr6ad, with her relatives in Germany ; and that 
the ^< long journey/^ as it was afterwards called^ 
was undertaken in consequence of her finding 
the beads of the continental courts in league 
with******* against her. ^ ^^This/^ ex- 
claimed her royal highness, when one day con- 
versing on the subject with Louisa, who obtained 
the situation of her dresser, ^^this is more than' 
I was prepared to meet ; yet, this offensive and 
cruel conduct is the work of christian princes, 
who preach religion to unenlightened nations, 
and hold up charity to be a godlike virtue I The 
heathen practices it better — ^he only immolates 
to the presiding power, whom he believes it to 
be his indispensable duty to please; but chris- 
tians sacrifice to every passion that agitates the 
human frame. I will devote myself to two years^ 
absence ; surely, in that period^ my consort's 
eyes will be open to the conduct of those wretches 
who have too long influenced his weak sensi- 
bility. Some of my enemies have paid their 
debt to nature. Alas !'' She added, " I myself 
may have ceased to be an object of persecution ! 
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these things are wisely hidden from us. B6 
they as they may, I will endeavour to gather 
knowledge and patience by studying the cha- 
racter and manners of those who live at a dis* 
tance : — perchance,, I may meet with hospitality^ 
where there is no profession of if 

*^ Where/^ asked the prying Louisa, who had 
already ingratiated herself ioto favour, ^< doesr 
your royal highness mean to bend your course?'' 

^^ When I have seen the best part of Italy,'' . 
said the princess, ^^ 1 will proceed to Constan- 
tinople." 

^^ Bless me !" exclaimed Louisa, ^^ will your 
royal highness venture among infidels ?" 

^* Most certainly, it is my intention," continu- 
ed her royal highness, ^< and if you, Louisa, en* 
tertain any fears of the climate, or that your 
beauty dreads a Seraglio, I counsel you to go 
no farther than you deem yourself safe — I have 
no fears on my own account." 

In the next letter, Louisa said she had con- 
quered her apprehensions, and was determined 
to accompany her royal mistress. "Knowing 
(he princess as you do," said my correspondent, 
^^ your ladyship will not be surprised to hear, 
she has made acquaintance with a courier, who 
disentangled her train in the gallery at 

g2 
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with a grace tkat charmed her romantic laite* 
iDquiries respecting the hero were entered into^ 
which ended satisfactorily : seeing I should aii- 
ticipate her royal highness's wishes^ I mentioQ- 
ed him^ the other day^ as a fit esquire for the 
long journey. ^ With your royal highness's per* 
missioDy' I said^ ^such a gentleman seems avei'y 
necessary part of the suite ; he has intrepidity to 
contend with Turkish valour, and I know a 
secretj that would remove every cause of scruple^ 
respecting his admission to the honour of your 
royal highness's society, that his family is mare 
than respectable.^ — '^Explain yourself/^ inter- 
rupted the princess. ^'Tbat it was noble/ I re- 
plied, ^ before certain valorous deeds, in favour 
of Buonaparte, rendered the present descendant 
famed, 'tis true, for courage, but degraded in the 
eye of monarchy.— 4 heard Marto say, that he 
was honoured and loved by men of all degrees.' 
The bait took — I have perceived my mbtresft 
conversing with Bergami in her out-doojr ex- 
cursions, and not a few weeks will place him 
high in her affection* For my part, I wish we 
were all returned safe to christian quarters, and 
wonder what can induce the princess to wander 
among those heathenish Turks. However, V 
shall go, to prove my gratitude to your good 
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ladyship^ and my wil)iBgness to serve tlie cause 
of virtue ; for^ to be sure, as your kind ladyship 
8ay% it BMist be serving fa^ to pot trials in her 
way^ so that, if I should be sacrificed by the in- 
fidels^ I shall fall^ as lord Nelson said^ < doing 
my diityr^ 

^ m m ^ m * * * 

Here was a chasm in our correspondence until 
the year ISIT, when I had another letter^ con- 
taining numerous instances of what Louisa term- 
ed the princesses mean disposition. How^ from 
the moment of her setting out^ she desired the 
persons of her suite to forget the difference of 
station ; that each should exert himself for the 
amosemeut of the others^ whilst she should en^ 
deavour to study the comfort of all^ and share* 
equally^ their pleasure and fatigue : ^< and^ sure 
enough/' said Louisa^ ^^ the princess kept her 
word ; we were all as one family^ and^ except 
sometimes that we slept on straw^ and had not 
sufficiency of what was good to satisfy oar ap- 
petites^ and that the plague was at our door^ we 
were pretty comfortable ; and I must own that 
the princess seemed as happy as any of us.*-^ 
thought it prudent, before we sailied for Turkey^ 
to give my humble advice^ that her royal high- 
Mds v^ottld allow Bergami to act as her guard. 
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«I have heard/' said I, "that the Torts are 
naturally treacherous, and that they always carry 
arms ; should they/' I continued^ ^< he ever in-' 
duced to use them, (as heathens will do any thing 
for money,) your royal highness's attendantid 
would not only suffer the most poignant grief/ 
but might, at their return, be subject to injurious 

suspicions/' . • . • Thus was the princess 

induced to admit Bergami to act as her personal 
protector. In the next letter, from Como, Louisa 
informed me that things were no better than be- 
fore the long journey — that the foreign ambas- 
sadors were equally uncivil, and that the house 

of B n, in particular, had given unequivocal 

marks of disrespect— besides, that the ministers^ 
at her own home couched their letters in very 
mysterious terms, and not at all conciliatory. 
Hhe also mentioned, that her mistress frequently 
spoke of returning to England, but she hoped 
her royal highness knew better than to put her-^ 
self in the way of being called to an account; — 
for, when two persons slept under the same tent, 
it was but natural to suppose they must some- 
times meet; — ^in a storm, for example, people 
think themselves safer for being near each other. 
— An apprehension of something of this kind 
prevented my placing my bed by that of the 
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princess^ whick her royal highnesA waft anxious 

for me to do. ... • To be sure^ it may 

be said^ that the awnings net being fastened 
down^ was liable to be lifted up by any one ; but, 
who would ventuire to look ittto the privacy of a 
princess ! 

This letter anticipated ipy anxious wish; I 
showed it and talked over its contents with the 
queen^ lady Hamilton^ and a few particular 
friends. We all affected to lament that a per? 
soo^ for whose connexions we felt so strongly^ 
should have so far degraded her friends. About 

that time, lord M and his lady returned 

from the Continent, having been so shocked by 
reports concerning the princess of Wales, that 
they said they had left Italy in disgust. They 

communicated their intelligence to duke W ^ 

and he, out of brotherly affection^ told it to the 
prince ; the latter, galled to find the honour of 
his family so grossly impeached, and hoping, he 
said, to contradict the report, ordered certain per- 
sons to investigate the whole affair. Accordingly, 
Mr. B — =^, being a shrewd lawyer, competent 
to discriminate the nature of claims of right be^- 
tween a client in disgrace and a powerful defend- 
ant, was thought by the princess friends a pro- 
per man } and, to aid him in the difficult task^^ 
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Mr. C went also ; but^ to conceiEtl the mo- 
tive^ the latter received a sinecure office of am- 
bassador to a court with which^ at. that time^ the 
English had no communication^ so that he had 
ample leisure to make inquiry. At the end of a 
few months, both gentlemen returned, freighted 
with a cargo of intelligence sufficiently doubtful 
to create suspicion, and short of facts to substan- 
tiate what they advanced. Nothing gives such 
unlimited latitude to opinion, as when the imagi- 
nation is l^ft to follow its own bias. In this dan- 
gerous crisis of the business, I received an unex- 
pected visit from the man of law. No sooner 
was Mr. B announced, than my thoughts 
reverted to the princess, now styled queen ; the 
prince of Wales having succeeded to the august 
station of his deceased father. 

This was our first meeting for the space of 
eleven years; — after mutual inquiries of each 
other's health, about which we felt mutually in- 
different, Mr. B f who considers minutes lost 

that do not bring their share of profits, preluded 
the business by saying, <^ a late death had open- 
ed a field of difficulty to our beloved sovereign. 
As the adviser of bis consort, and from a wish 
to act rightly, I presume,'^ said the gentleman, 
^^ to consult your ladyship, on the present pro^ 
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ceedidg^ between bis miuesty and tbe queen. Ton^ 
.madam^ know the king's- unvaried dewe to do 
justice to his cousin ; and yoi]^ know^ better than 
any other person^ what has been her conduct^ 
from her first >arrival in this kii^dom. — ^Many 
criminating circumstances have been proved by 
those who had access to the lady — ^all short of 
the fact of adultery, it is true — ^now, I will not be 
flo rude as to quote Latin to your ladyship^ but 

our law says '' — *<I understand 

yoo^ sir/' I observed^ ^^ and reason tells us, that 
the wish to commit a crime constitutes guilt."-— 
^< Doubtless it does, madam/' continued Mn 
B <, <^ the king's conscience tells him he ought 
to have the benefit of this indulgence ; and they 
now have the subject under their seripns conside* 
ration ; still a tender regard for the lady renders 
them anxious not to advise to her injury, and de- 
sirous to act on a sure foundation. I, myself, 
have often shuddered at the consequences her 
conduct might draw upon her, when the question 
should be put respecting her filling the seat of the . 
late strictly virtuous Charlotte. Yet,, with all 
her eccentricities, the queen has so much inno- 
cent playfulness in her manner, that often, dur- 
ing my late visit to her, I was tempted to sup- 
pose «he was making dupes of us all. Sander, 
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lirho, from hngknoMrledge^ her 3«^V.m 
gaw her tongcie more freedom thsa'avj^ther 
person^ once fsM, in my psesence^ ^tiiy des^ 
prinoeBS iu the best creature in the worlds aed iNM 
would 4hiiik sto wants to appear the worst/ 

^< The cooidafiite is no more. Your ladyship 
is now the ^nly person in exbtenoe, :to whom ibe 
princess's private intentions were foUy known/? 

<^I had rath^ not be questioned/' said l^ <' for 
it would hurt t»e to turn her accuser/' 

*<No one," said Mr. B , *^who is ac? 

•qnainted with the amiable lady Gnuenmey^ oouU 
ask a thing so uopleasaat to her nature*— the ^a^ 
vour I come to solicit of your ladyship (a favour 
in which the country is deeply interested) is, thalt 
you would inform us, to the best of your kno^r^ 
ledge, whether, on the former trial, there were 
legal cause for the plea of adultery ? I presume 
not, after the usual form of law, to ^fnesMoo yoit, 
madam, respecting time, place, or person; aft 
■thpse matters may be easily supposed f only yonr 
ladyship's opinion, as a highly vaiii6d fiieoid, 
whether the princess was, at that time, guilty ctf 
adultery." 

*^ If my answer is to be productive of any c(m- 
sequence, affecting the queen's life, I shall fecfl 
most reluctant i;a give my thoughts utterance." 
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^ Tmv faulgRriBp Med Mt spmk moiie flilly/' t}» 
Imr^wr npUfii^ ^ imr aiiall I troiibk yoa, ma^ain^ 
iwftiiQrmi Ibis very oiffeMasit aubjtcct. The coor 
MqiiMce^ yoarladysbiiK'flucQHpiiaJice wUlmena. 
\y b^ MmU wa shall prarmt any fiirtber expdh 
Mtoa^ I mumi he plAui in telMng your ladyship^ 
ibai a tegaA tnai might be. attended with vei^ 
ttHfpieaaant disclosar^ of fiUBiily matters, ai|di end 
ift piinishihg the guUiy. The change in the. lir 
tut§^ mnst, ere this^ bam mascle known the paJbh 
laci Of ioioii ; it aball ba mjf budmeas to caution the 
qoeen a^inat vetamnig to this country ^tb&stMle 
will pi»]iriidegenereualyforheir comfort" 

Tke lawyer baMiag ast he tliought, gained the 
p«tpoet of hie ervnndv swott took hSm leave ;. whikt 
t enctJsavoareid tn heliave thadv ha<ft he vemaioed 
notik uMmn^ I shewldi h&¥e 4nado him ac^fuaiol- 
ed with the whole: tnitb«^ ftnil have staiad the 
prinoese'a conduct in 1S(^ ami also hare AJiawn 
kim ttie letter foiTwav^fed to me from Philadel^ 
fdUa^ ia the Utter end! o£ if^l, which letta*^ to 
ensiieer my own gni^y purpose, I kept to myself 
hilt wbick i sbaU ijKiw enelose as an additional 

proof oftbe^ueen^s tiuiocence. Mr. H allow* 

ed noi (ime, thought I^fur this act of justice ; and 
rA»m I considered what examination of events, 
loag. paased and^ Ibrgetten^ miiat have, followed 
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iHich a statmeat from me, and reflected <ui tbe 
consequcDce which must have resulted to myself 
that my artful ^lans would have been laid open 
io the king, and my dishonour published to the 
world — and that a sort of conspiracy would thus 
have been acknowledged ^to have existed against 
the queen^ even prior to her landing, of which 
the royal family would appear as the instigatom 

these afid similar reflections made me feel 

satisfied with the allusion 1 bad giv:en; had. I 
acted differently, thought I, I might have br«>ugM 
the king's friends into a very awkward predica-* 
ment ; whereas, the present coui;pe will not ea« 
danger any one, nor injure the queen, since it i$ 
intended that she shall be rendered comfortable. 
A few montiis intervened, when I met lord 
L^ at the house of a friend — he found an op- 
portunity to thank me for the satisfactory Intel* 
ligence which, through my means, he had re* 
ceived. " It has perfectly tranquillized. me an4 

my colleagues,'^ ^aid lord L , *^ without thf 

knowledge of your ladysbip^s opinion, wbosauoi- 
form attachment to the family on the throne baa 
stood a test, we might have been over cautious 
in giving our advice on the queeoi's unexi>ected 
appearance in this country ; we were certainly 
tenacious of forming our opinion from interested 
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. reports^ ledt we might occasion irreparable injti- 
ry to an exalted female, who naturally looks to 
the law for justice, and to its ministers for pro- 
tection. — ^You, madam, have removed a weight 
from our minds, as we feel' ourselves jujstified in 
advising the present toode^ of conduct, which 
nothing short of the basest depravity, in forcing^ 
her presence on her indulgent and amiable con- 
sort, could have induced his majesty to adopt. 
But there is a soothing balm to those, whose of- 
fice obliges them to harsh measures, in knowing 
they are really acting with lenity ; and we are 
wholly Indebted to lady Guernsey for this valua- 
ble feeling.'^ * 

From that day I have sustained an accumu* 
lalion <^ mental and bodily afl^ictions. 

The daily papers have been read to me, from 
which I have learned the whole mass of evidence 
for and against the queen, and the system of per- 
secution which has been practised, seems to have . 
all originated with me ! Shame, attending the 
confession of my guilty deceptions, has, hitherto, 
deterred me from bringing forward a statement of 
^e truth. I feel it my duty to say to his gracious 
majesty, supposing your ladyship will perform 
my last request of showing this letter to our so- 
vereign—^^ I am the viper that has been secretly 
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wounding you both Jitr the hot five-and-twontif 
years ; I caused you to assume a crudty of behu'^ 
vhurtoicaTrds your conoort^ which was foreign to 
your nature. It was I who corrupted your heart 
"^my insatiable vanityy which coiM not admit a 
partner in your affection^ has ruined your cku- 
racter in the eyes of all good men ; you, whom 
God designed to be a kind and considerate father 
qf your daughter^ are regarded ao a wretch de- ^ 
lighting to punish the supposed disobedience <if 
your childrenrj^ 

Te you^ deare^it lady Anne^ I beqctenth ttm 
power of making fcaown the truth — afid witta 
you do so, remind the queen, that I shall then 
have rendered i;be fatal account where eternal 
punishment awaits the guilty ! Implore ber^ not 
toaddonetTOfsetottyileagthenedaflsery. • • « . . 
and, laaay the &ot, that 1 shall 4iave ceased to «x- 
iat when this reaches you, ejccite in ;yoiir boserm 
th« spirit of forgiveness towards tli€ Bteaiiory of 
one, who, in her varied passage through life, 
thought it a high hooomr to ^ubsctibe herself^ 
ypur ladyship's friend. 

The Countess qf GUERJ^SEY. 
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A correct copy of the letter aliuded to in page 39, and en- 
closed in the above packet. 

Philadelphia, August 10, 1807. 

TO THE RIGHT H0N017&ABL£ THE COVNTESS OF GUERJfSET. 

Madam — As an independent man^ and^ at this 
time, tlie regident of a free state, I take tl^e op[)or- 
tunity of declaring to your ladyship, that 1 am 
the mysterious individual who lately lived near 
the mansion of the injured priucess of Wales ; 
injured, 1 fear, by me, who knew only her good- 
Bess,^ and her charities ! Be pleased, madam, to 
say to that lady, that I can never cease to regret 
tlie having be^n, I beg to say unintentionally^ the 
cause of one moment^s uneasiness to her royal 
highness by hayir^ in my possession a miniatui*e 
likeness of her royal highness. Doubtless, tli,e 
persons, who so far trespassed on the rights of 
society as to force open my cscrutoire, examined 
well its contents; in which case they must have 
seen tfa^ likenesses of each member of the royal 
family of England. I was, therefore, at a loss . 
to gue.ss why the resemblance of the princess of 
Wales should have given umbrage, whilst the 
others were suffered to remain unnoticed — but, I. 
have been since informed, that her enemies were 
seeking proofs of accusation against the princess,. 
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and meant to addace this as one. I earnestly 
sotictt your ladyship to honour me with laying 
this letter before the prince of Wales. I beg to 
assure bis royal highness that my person is whol- 
ly unknown to the princess, and that my sole oc- 
cupation in England was the maari which cMsed 
my companions^ Fmnwis and Imm Meimierio 
be arresjted at Worcester^ hi the year 1793. I 
was^ at that timey in London^ and^ gainUigoav- 
tion from their misfortune^ I contrived^ by varioiui 
disguises^ to pursue the object of my unwearied 
labour, free from suspicion, until the late circaia- 
stance attracted public notice, and compelled me^ 
from prudential motives, havii^ collected all the 
plans and sketches it was my business to ohtaiiQ> 
to sail with the first vessel from Iiondoo to thki 
place. 

I entreat, at your ladyship's hand, to losQ iM 
time in communicating this intelligence to the 
prince and princess of Wales. 1 hope to have 
it in my power to be more explicit; but, for the 
present, the interests of France demand, that I 
only subscfibe myself, with profound respect^ 
A Citizen of the JtmericM UeyuiUe.^ 



TheQzieen's Last Letter to the King. 



TO THE EDITOR. 
Sir — ^Havifig read, with do pncommon inter- 
est,' the ^^ Coofi^ssioiifl of the late Countess of 
Guerofiey/^ and being acquainted with an impor- 
tant fact,.- hitherto concealed, «s well as liavipg in 
Jtty poisemon A LETTfiK^ written by her late 
jBaJMtjr, bat never received by the illustrious per- 
sonage to whom it was adxlressed, I herewith en- 
4:lQBe them for insertion, conceiving yours to be 
'decidddly the best channel for them to obtain that 
publicity which such a subject deserves. How 1 
came pMsessed of the documents in question, and 
the causes that have hitherto prevented their be- 
ii^ published, will, I am aware, be matter of 
curiosity to many ; the time, however, is not yet 
arrived, when the disclosure of certain circum- 
stances, connected with this apparently myste- 
rions transaction, is either prudent or safev You 
are, tbcfefore, at liberty to print them, or return 
the packet, according tti the address, as you may 
think most advisable ; and am, sir. 

Yours, &c. 

A. H, 
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The Real Cause of the Queen^a Death stated. 

It is generally supposed that ber majesty re^ 
ceived lier death-blow ia,the conduct adopted to* 
wards her on the memorable I9tb of July^ 1821 ; 
doubtless, the insults then offered her, stnng 
the queen deeply; but she received a later 
and a more fatal wound in / ber repulse at 
Carlton palace. It will be rememberod that^ a 
short time previous to her majesty's death, a fe- 
male was noticed about the precincts of tb|it man- 
sion, who, when asked her business, replied, she 
wished* for an interview with the king. The 
servants chid ber intrusion, and threatened the 
seizure of ber person^ should she continue to 
trouble them. Her majesty (for it was the queen 
disguised J finding she was supposed to be a lu* 
natic, as a last effort, made an aeknowledgment . 
to the sentinel that she was his queen, and that 
ber motive for seeking admission in that disguise^ 
was, to present a petition to his ro} al master. 
The guard protested he dared not solicit ber ad- , 
mis«sion. 8he then requested he would himself 
be the bearer of her letter to his gracious majesty : 
be promised to do so : but this he merely did to 
satisfy ber importunity ^ not with an intention to 
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fiilil iiti Wfml^ aifice he knew uti m<te»p(t of tho 
Imid JMrould draw -upon bim kis dtsmissftl fpom the 
service. Intending bowev^ri, io aot honestly^ lie 
did the only thing in his power — he took back 
the letter^ which he gap^ to her faithful servant^ 
a foreigner, and he^ not well comprehending the 
matter^ from his ignorance of 'the English lan- 
guage^ ^aid^ wbeQ he retttmed it to his royal mis- 
fress^ tliat *^ a soldier had brought that from the 
palaceJ^ The unfortunate lady, supposing her 
letter had been presented io the king, and iiiat he 
refused io look at it, manifested greater poignaiU- 
cy t)f feeling than she had done duringber inw^' 
Ibrtuaes. On receiving the letter, ber majesty 
(daoed her band en her beart, saying i <^ ilere 
ends my useless struggles^ — iie isdeced^iedf Kmi 

Imu^ »ubmittp ike hlow! Tbe 

Queen i«emaiiied «Fome time ie ber chamber^ ta- 
king, it w<fts thought^ repose; but, en her re-a^^- 
peaiira»nGe\^ liercountei&aBoe indicatedextrememeo- 
tal saJBS&ring. That safi»e evening (as must be in 
tbe recollection of tbe public) her majesty visited 
Drury-lane theatre ; but from tbat bonr^ her 
words and actions showed she bad done with the 
worlds and that bo^ and fear w»e equ^ally at 
rest I fier wrof^ foormed a weighty ma^ to; 
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which her thoughts naturally reverted^ and she 
died as one to' whom much was due^ but whose^ 
€harity forgave it all ! 



THE LETTER- 

Brandenburgh House, July 29, 1821 .. 
My LI£G£ and HUSBAiNl; ! 

Ouce more^ and for the last time^ I inak& 
my solemn appeal to your majesty for that jus- 
tice which has hitherto been denied to me. My 
heart, torn with conflicting emotions, a prey to 
anguish and despair, would fain seek some re* 
pose from the troubles which have so long' 0[i- 
pressed it, and pants for an opportunity to 
disburden itself of it's load, before 1 descend into 
the silent gi'ave. My gracious sovereign, 1 ask 
not for your love-— I ask not even for your socie^ 
ty. I wish to piit no restraint upon your incli- 
nations, nor to interfere with those pleasure^ 
which you feel indispensable to your happiness; 
Alas ! too well I know that every artifice has 
been made use of to rivet the most unfavourable 
I^Tiprcssions in your breast, nor can 1 now even 
kope to see them wholly eradicated ; but^ oh! 



TOTHCXmC. fl^ 

baye pity oa my unmerited sofferiogs^ aod^ finr 
once^ at least, allow a hopeless aod disconsolate 
wife to make kaown ber griefs to the r^;btful> 
thoagh estranged partner of ber bosom. Shall 
the honour of my father^s bouse be sullied^ be* 
cause'his child could find no one to protect ber 
from the malice of ber traducers ? Shall it indeed 
be said^. that the monarch of a mighty empire—- 
born to rule and to be beloved— a man^ pre-emi- 
nently gifted with intellect and nobleness of soul 
— Hiuffered his passions so far to ontrun his reason, 
as to believe in the most monstrous fictions that 
the tongue of slander ever invented ?— False 
friends and open foes have alike contributed tor 
wards my destruction. A deep-laid system of 
deception has been unceasingly practising on us 
both ; and too late, alas! have 1 discovered the 
machinations of my enemies. It is this discovery 
alone that now prompts me to make a last appeal 
to your royal breast. The information I have 
lately obtained lays open such a scene of depra- 
vity, such intrigues and peijuries, that t shudder 
not merely at the state to which they have re* 
duced me^ but to contemplate the extent of human 
wickedness, and the dreadful lengths to which 
the minions of a court will go, to obtain their un- 
hallowed desires ! fired up under a tender mo<* 
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ikiti^% «ry«V M MTf yootli i fetteviit^ ^i^ ^a«l 

Iky MlhireF iov; gesemms eoniihiDce muI ^Finp^ 
tfiMflig lov»; uBfvaclised: i» ihrn wmgrnnfJiaMf* 
4i)M nTHie^ hov ooald i ttmik «ba* tbcn wen 

^iidttns? webs^ axid ivntleh^ ^ith'gVMdly c^i^sy fiw 
«fl •ppovtmiil^ of pcNiiciM; uy<iii>t)ieiriiiniy P-*^ 
-Tet by »iiek, ftlast wa» i btset^t «doii afti 
neaehed t)ii» boasted Ucni of froedMi-; ^^nd kws 
Ibve I e^'>ea iia4 am oppavtwMty qfl^ ma^iiag my- 
aclf aofUMoted witfe the oriinary cfmik&m^ of tlM 
cottniry, ike etivenomed tongna oil sl^iritev wiifl 
busijr in ^fllcbing fro«ft n(6 mjf ^ood' aariie.^ 
Littk, iadeeil^ diit 1 auppMo tkai, in Hjim gonc^ 
roiM» \andy the rea/ fail;io^ of a fettoiw-croatisre 
'wauM be pwpagated witlt> avUiit7>^-*lioMr tli^n, 
crald 1 be preptoed to defend myself^f^ont tm- 
JhuniedcnXumohs I' I bad^ not th» learnt; that^«-*^ 

^ On eagles' wings immofitAl scaodaliiljr^v- 
While virtuogs actions are but born 8.nd dje." 

LUtle did I suspect tbat the feaidessRest of iOh 
Hdcence would ever be constraod into u^au»im 
boldness ; * little did I imagine^ that eh^rkabk 
actions could not be perfemed Trithoot aoeio 
aecjrety guilty motive being attributed to tbem ; 
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Mlilft 4i<l lAem that t wu dostiiBd Jo be made 
the sport of party^ and have every action of nijr 
life publiely diiciUMed^ and ^abed or ceBsaredi- 
M iiest sokad the views wad interests of opposite 
itctiOM. How Iheo, eoiiM I^ a otrai^ger mud a 
feiBalo, gaard against the poisoned sfaafio of 
calnspy, when neitlier strengfli^ dexterity^ nor 
the most oantians prudence can enable a man to 
protect himself^ if so assailed ? Had I known nqr 
seci^t enemies^ perhaps I o»gbt have avoided 
them, and exposed thenr wiles ; bat I was sur* 
. foonded and flattefed by them^ and tau^t to con- 
flde in then as my most devoted friends ! 

It was my peeaUar misfortune to form a wrpng 
estimate of the necessary quali&catioQs for a 
female of distingnished rank to "possess^; had I 
exchiMged my natural candour^ openness, and 
love of innocent pastimes^ for formal reserve^ 
coortly etiquette, and dissimulation, those actions 
which resulted frbm an exuberance of sensibility, 
would never have appeared ; and the malignant 
would have had no opportunity of torturing t^em 
into what they ftrst termed lemtiea^ bat which 
afterwards assumed the appellation of indiscre- 
Hohb; aod at length were called criminalinr 
dulgencea /—till I was in the end denouoiQed of 

I 
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a traitor to my sovereign^ and faithless to my 
husband's bed ! 

Greats however, as my wrongs are ; mercilessly 
as I have been persecuted ; held up as I still am 
for the finger of scorn to point at, I forbear to 
recriminate ; and would be content, were merely 
my own happiness concerned, to quit this world 
of sorrow without giving utterance to one word 
of reproach, gladly consigning the recollection of 
all my injuries to oblivion. But, ob, my bub- 
band ! when I reflect on the depth of misery in 
which I have been plunged, and contrast it with 
the innocent enjoyments of my youth, or the high 
expectations I formed of happiness in becoming 
the wife of an enlightened and accomplished 
prince — when my mind reverts to that distressing 
moment, when the dear child of my bosom was 
unfeelingly torn from a mother's arms — when I 
look back at the many foul attempt, which wers 
made to rob me of my honour and stab my peace 
of mind, till, dreading a foe in every counten- 
ance, I fled the country where I ought to have 
found friends and protectors, and sought an asy- 
lum among strangers — when, although seas di- 
vided me from my persecutors, their rancorous 
hate pursued me, and, encompassed by spies, I 
was huiited and ensnared even in my exile— r 
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when the last hope of a disconsolate mother was 
bereft me^ and 1 bowed to the dispensations of 
Providence in the loss of her,, whose life and 
happiness was far dearer to me than my own--^ 
when foreign courts were base enough to join the 
lanks of my enemies^ and treat a defenceless and 
unoffending woman with every species of indig* 
nity — when the prayers of the church were de- 
nied me^ and the underlings of power blasphe- 
mously declared^ that the altar should not be 
polluted with the name of their queen — oh! 
when all these horrible and heart-rending recol* 
lections press on ray mind^ that spirit of fortitude, 
which has hitherto sustained me, sinks under the 
mighty load; my blood runs cold with horror; 
and I feel that the hour fast approaches when 
death must close my eyes^ and put a period t» 
my earthly sufferings. 

My gracious sovereign ! it is the guilty mind 
alone that can dread the approach of the last 
hoar. The martyr in a righteous cause smiles 
at the engines of torture, and joyfully hails the 
moment that frees him from his persecutors ; yet, 
with his dying lips, tie prays to the throne of 
mercy, and, as he.expires, imitates the language 
of uiM who died to atone for our transgressions ; 
'^Father ! forgive them ; for tbey know not what 
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tbey do." Yes^ iodeed^ I feel that I cm quit ihft 
•ceiie of such countlesa wo without regeei — ^nay, 
with calm tranquillity and delight; and^ m re* 
garda myself, 

** Cast not one longing, lingenng look bebind.** 

And when my soul takes her flight to tba mafti* 
sions g! eternal bliss, I shall fervently pray, that 
mercy may be extended to those who knew nek 
how to ahow merpy to me. For 

*^0f all the paths which lead to human bliss, 
The most secure and gratefhl to our steps 
With nercy and humani^ is marked.—* 
And bow roucb brighter is the wreath of gloryt 
When interwove with clemenqy and justice ?^ 

I am not insensible of the value of the good 
opimon of the world ; and far be it from me to 
despise the public voice^ or to disr^ard the gene- 
ral feeling ; but I scorn hypocrisy^ and have no 
desire to be thought better than I am ; hot would 
I^ even now^ humbled and degraded as I oMiy 
appeajp in the estimation of my enennes^ do tm 
act derogatory to truths honour, and justic^^ w^re 
it possible that by so doing 1 should gain the 
weaUh of an empire^ or bt put in possessbn of 
those rights which I have so urgently^ but fmit* 
iesily, demanded at your hands.! 



Abfl ! alus ! bow tan I bcpe to make knowa 
to yoa tbe seoret cause of our lautiial troubles, if 
an. interview be not granted ? how can I expect 
to convince j/au^ who have so often shown that 
yoo are not open to cooviction? Tet^ with the 
proc^ I now possess^ I should do eren youf 
BHyilstj AH injustice, were I not to attempt to dis« 
ciofe ibose fact$it which no otlier human being 
vUl ever cbjre to disclose. JUy mind is at peace 
with all the world, and nothing Uiat can now; 
happen can possibly destroy my inward serenity«^ 
Allow me, theO, tbe gratification of pouring the 
balm of consolation (for $ome consolation I cam 
mimini$ter) into that boeo% which^ at ti»e% 
must be a prey to angnish I 
c fibould, however^ my poayers and intreatiea 
prove of no avail — should insult be added to • • • • , 
and fresh caluQUiies he heaped on my guiltless 
head^-^^h^ may I still preserve my reason, and^. 
. with christian resignation learn to submit with 
patience ta my fate! I have no selfish viewa 
to gratify; no ambitiotts motives atimulate mj 
jactjions :-^my whole life beiars evidence, thai 
neither piiUe nor vain-^ory lurks within me ; 
^tX have a .tender rc|;ard for the honour of the 
iMfiise of Biwnswick, aud with my latest brealb 
«hall I declare^tbat 1 never siilUed that honour,. 
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flo gloriMsly matntaiaed by the blood of my 
dearest kindred ! And will it then be credited, 
that I could atoop to degrade the- noble and 
generous English ? (for they have, itt spite of 
power and oppression, Toluntarily testified their 
love for me.) Can it be bi^ieved, that a queen, 
who saw she rrigned in the Irearts of her people, 
would, by her own act, forfeit their good opinion 
of her? Can the mOst soepticalof the human race 
(not previously bent on my destruction,) in their 
conscience believe, that, if guilty of the cringies 
laid to my charge, I would rush, at the peril of 
my life, to confront my accusers, and that, too, 
at a time when my degradation was the bigk 
road to favour? — Such a doctrine is irrecon- 
cileable with common sense, and repugnant t« 
human feelings. 

. And here allow me, my liege, to pay that 
grateful homage, which I so truly feel, to the great 
bulk of the British nation ; nor think that, when 
I thus commemorate their generosity and attach- 
ment, 1 mean any disrespect to their sovereign. 
The people of England are, indeed, a loyal peo- 
ple ; and their generous ardour in endeavouring 
to rescue a female from oppression, is peifectly 
consistent with the most exalted notkmsof loyalty 
and chiyalric honour. May your majesty long 
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reign in their hearts, and may the state be giiicled 
by SQch counsels as shall best contribote to its 
welfare, and the happiness of those over whom 
yon reign ! 

I shall pass over with a sigh the cruel repulfile 
I met with on that gorgeous day which saw you 
crowned,^ because ray wish is not to cast the 
slightest reproach ; but I feel it a sacred duty, 
before I lay down my . pen, to declare, that in 
that act I was gnided by no advice opposite to 
my own inclinations ; and it eqtially behoves me 
to declare^ that, although I bold in the highest 
estimation the opinions of those devoted friends 
who have adhered, to their persecuted queen, 
^' through evil report and through good report,'^ 
yc^ I have acted all along agreeable to the dic- 
tates of my own heart, and am alone accouniable 
for every step I have taken. Should this letter, 
contrary to my exp^tation, ever be seen by the 
public, it will doubtless meet with the animad- 
versions of those enemies, whom nothing short 
ef my de^^th will satisfy ; for I have long since 
founds that, to such malignant beings, were my 
conduct proved to be 

" Chaste as the icicle 
That's curdled by the fi'ofit from purest snow," 
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still they would discover spots of the defidlfest 
hue, and stride, with renewed ytmleaoe, to 
Uackea my reputatioa. But, although they 
neither feel compunction for the injuries they 
have done me, nor pity for ray woes, I freely for- 
give them ; well knowing that a day of retribu- 
tion must overtake them ; and thi^ liowever they 
may now triumph over my misfortenes, they can- 
not deprive me of my integrity and inaocenoe^ 
nor interpose between me tmA the righteous 
judge of heaven ! 

GABOLINSB. 
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